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Introduction 

 
1.1 The seafront is a significant asset for Eastbourne, and Eastbourne Borough Council is 

proposing to prepare a Seafront Local Plan to maximise its contribution to the tourism 
economy. The Seafront Local Plan will develop a strategy for the seafront area of 
Eastbourne and provide a framework to guide planning decisions in the area. It will 
aim to stimulate economic regeneration and provide a seafront that can be a major 
asset for the town. 

 
1.2 The Seafront Local Plan will form part of the Development Plan for Eastbourne, 

alongside other planning policy documents such as the Eastbourne Core Strategy 
Local Plan. The Core Strategy Local Plan sets out a vision for key polices for the 
future development of the Borough up to 2027. It takes forward the priorities of 
Eastbourne’s Sustainable Community Strategy and other plans and strategies to 

identify a vision for Eastbourne as a place to live, work and visit. It contains key 
policies and an implementation framework to deliver the vision. 

 
1.3 An Issues and Options Report for the Seafront Local Plan has been prepared to allow 

formal consultation on the emerging Local Plan and assist in obtaining the public’s 

and stakeholder’s views on what the Seafront Local Plan ought to contain.  
 
1.4 The Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report will be accompanied by a 

Sustainability Appraisal. Sustainability Appraisal (SA) / Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) is a process used to demonstrate how sustainable development 
has been incorporated into planning policy documents prepared by local planning 
authorities. It involves the identification, consideration and reporting of the likely 
impacts of planning proposals on social, environmental and economic interests. The 
SA/SEA for the Seafront Local Plan will build on the SA/SEA that was produced for the 
Core Strategy Local Plan. 

 
1.5 The SA/SEA has been undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Article 9 of 

European Directive 2001/42/EC (2001) (known as the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive or the SEA Directive), the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004 and the requirements set out by the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act (2004). 

 
1.6 The overall aim of the SA/SEA is to ensure that sustainability considerations are 

integrated into the development of the AAP and are taken into consideration during 
the plan making process. This Initial SA/SEA Report meets the requirement of Stage 
B ‘Developing and Refining Options and Assessing Effects’ and Stage C ‘Preparing the 

Sustainability Appraisal Report’ of the Sustainability Appraisal process.  

Structure of Report 
 
1.7 This Initial SA/SEA Report documents the appraisal of the options considered in the 

Issues and Options Report for the Seafront Local Plan. It has been prepared to allow 
consultation on the sustainability implications of the options and will accompany the 
Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report, which is subject to public 
consultation.  
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1.8 This SA Report is structured as follows: 

 Section 1 provides the background to the SA/SEA Report; 

 Section 2 outlines the SA/SEA methodology including the requirements for 
SA/SEA, and the consultation process; 

 Section 3 sets out the context for the Seafront Local Plan, including baseline 
information, key sustainability issues and the SA Framework used in the 
assessment of the Seafront Local Plan; 

 Section 4 assesses the compatibility of the plan objectives against the SA 
Framework; 

 Section 5 provides an appraisal of the policy options against the SA Framework 
and key alternatives including the ‘do-nothing’ approach; the options for the 
character areas; and the options for the Policy Themes. 

 Section 6 presents a summary of the sustainability implications of the Seafront 
Local Plan Issues and Options Report; and  

 Section 7 identifies the next stages in the preparation of the Seafront Local Plan 
and its Sustainability Appraisal. 

 
 



Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report – Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report June 2015 

 

- 3 - 

Section 1 - Background 

Background to the Seafront Local Plan 
 
2.1 The intention to prepare a Seafront Local Plan was identified in Eastbourne’s first 

Local Development Scheme, which was published in 2006. However, due to the need 
to concentrate on the production of the Core Strategy, the Seafront Local Plan was 
not progressed, although it was identified in subsequent Local Development 
Schemes.  

 
2.2 The production of the Seafront Local Plan has remained a high priority for Members, 

and the adoption of the Core Strategy in 2013 has finally allowed work to commence 
on its production in 2014.   

Purpose of the Seafront Local Plan 
 
2.3 The Seafront is a significant asset for Eastbourne, and therefore it is proposed to 

prepare a Seafront Local Plan to maximise its contribution to the tourism economy 
and to identify and manage the major pressures for change and development along 
the Eastbourne seafront. The Seafront Local Plan will develop a strategy for the 
seafront area of Eastbourne which will include proposals to preserve and enhance the 
conservation areas. It will guide the provision and protection of tourist 
accommodation, whilst recognising the importance of the seafront area to the local 
economy and the enjoyment of local residents and visitors. In particular the Seafront 
Local Plan will aim to stimulate economic regeneration and provide a seafront that 
can be a major asset for the town. 

 
2.4 The Seafront Local Plan will direct development and improvement of the Seafront as 

an important tourism asset that is of significant importance to the local economy, and 
therefore the production of a Local Plan specific to the Seafront is justified. 

Purpose of the SA and the SA report 
 
2.5 This Initial SA/SEA Report documents the appraisal of the options considered in the 

production of the Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report. It documents Stage 
B of the SA/SEA process, ‘Developing and Refining Options and Assessing Effects’. 

This Initial SA/SEA Report has been prepared to allow consultation on the 
sustainability implications of the options and will accompany the Seafront Local Plan 
Issues and Options Report, which is prepared to fulfil Regulation 18 of the Town and 
County Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 

 
2.6 This SA/SEA was undertaken following the SA methodology and framework as set out 

in the SA Scoping Report for Seafront Local Plan, which presented the findings of 
Stage A of the SA/SEA. 

 

2.7 The purpose of Stage A was to identify: the relevant legislative and policy context; 
establish the sustainability issues relevant to the Seafront Local Plan; define the 
proposed scope of the SA/SEA including setting the SA/SEA framework objectives 
which the appraisal will be based on; and to outline the proposed content and 
structure of the SA/SEA Report. 
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2.8 The Scoping Report was issued to statutory consultees on 10 April 2015 for a 5 week 
consultation period. A summary of the responses received is provided in Section 2 of 
this report. 

 

2.9 This Initial SA/SEA Report documents the SA process to date; it reviews previous 
work undertaken, assesses the effects of the options considered for the Issues and 
Options Report for the Seafront Local Plan and suggests methods of mitigating 
adverse impacts, maximising beneficial impacts and presents proposals for 
monitoring. It also presents the consultation responses received to date and outlines 
the proposed consultation process for both the Seafront Local Plan Issues and 
Options Report and the SA Report. 

Plan objectives 
 
2.10 A set of Plan Objectives have been identified for the Seafront Local Plan through pre-

production stakeholder engagement and through the production of the Sustainability 
Appraisal Scoping Report.  

 
2.11 The Objectives for the Seafront Local Plan are: 

 Conserve the unique natural and built environment that makes the Seafront so 
special 

 Provide an appropriate amount of quality tourist accommodation that can meet 
the needs of tourists visiting the town 

 Ensure that the seafront continues to protect the town against flooding and that 
protection measures are not compromised by future changes 

 Provide a range of tourist facilities that continue to attract tourists and 
complement the special events that take place in the town 

 Enhance the quality and appearance of the public realm to make the seafront 
even more attractive to residents and visitors 

 Encourage sustainable travel to and from the seafront and to reduce the reliance 
and the negative effects the private car has on the seafront environment 

 Provide an extensive range of community and leisure facilities that can be used by 
tourists and residents alike at any time of year 

 Enhance the quality of the offer in terms of facilities and activities for children 
within the seafront area.  
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Section 2 - Appraisal and Methodology 

SA/SEA Requirements 
 
3.1 SA and SEA are very closely linked. The SEA Directive requires the ‘assessment of the 

effects of certain plans and policies on the environment’. Under the SEA Regulations, 
SEA is required of some planning policy documents where they could give rise to 
significant environmental effects. SAs are mandatory for Local Plans under the 

requirements of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004). The Act extends 
this assessment of environmental effects to also incorporate economic and social 
aspects. Although the requirement to carry out both an SEA and SA are mandatory, it 
is possible to satisfy the requirements of both pieces of legislation through a single 
appraisal process and this is the approach advocated. As such, SA should also fully 
comply with the requirements of the European Directive 2001/EC, known as the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive when both processes are 
integrated. From herein, the term SA is used to represent the combined SA/SEA 
process. 

 

3.2 This SA has been undertaken in accordance with the core guidance document on the 
methodology for carrying out SAs: ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial 

Strategies and Local Development Documents’ published by the ODPM in November 

2005. 

Stages in SA/SEA 
 

3.3 The Stages in the Sustainability Appraisal process are outlined in Table 1 below.  
 

Table 1 - Stages in Sustainability Appraisal 

SA Stages 

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope 

A1 – Identifying other relevant plans, programmes, policies, strategies and initiatives 

A2 – Collecting baseline information 

A3 – Identifying Sustainability Issues 

A4 – Developing SA Objectives 

A5 – Consulting on the Scope of the SA 

Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects 

B1 - Testing the plan or programme objectives against the SA objectives 

B2 - Developing strategic alternatives 

B3 - Predicting the effects of the plan or programme, including alternatives 

B4 - Evaluating the effects of the plan or programme, including alternatives 

B5 - Mitigating adverse impacts 

B6 - Proposing measures to monitor the sustainability effects of plan or programme implementation 

Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report 

C1 - Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report 
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Stage D: Consulting on the draft plan or programme and the Sustainability Appraisal Report 

D1 - Consulting the public and Consultation Bodies on the draft plan or programme and the SA Report 

D2 - Assessing significant changes 

D3 - Making decisions and providing information 

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan or programme on sustainability 

E1 - Developing aims and methods for monitoring 

E2 - Responding to adverse effects 

 
3.4 Stage A ‘Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on 

the scope’ has been completed through the production of a Sustainability Appraisal 
Scoping Report. 

 
3.5 This Initial SA/SEA Report documents the initial findings of Stage B ‘Developing and 

Refining Options and Assessing Effects’. It has been prepared to allow consultation on 

the sustainability implications of the emerging Local Plan and will accompany the 
Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report that is published for consultation under 
Regulation 18 of the Town and County Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012. In doing so it meets the requirements of Stage C ‘Preparing the 

Sustainability Appraisal Report’.  
 
3.6 Table 2 sets out the requirements of the SEA Directive and signposts relevant 

Sections of the SA/SEA Report where these requirements are fulfilled. 
 
Table 2 - Requirements of the SEA Directive 

SEA Requirements Where covered in Report 

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme, and 
relationships with other relevant plans and programmes. 

Section 3 

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely 
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme. 

Section 3 

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected. Section 3 

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or 
programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular 
environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC 

Section 3 

e) The environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community 
or national level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those 
objectives and any environmental, considerations have been taken into account 
during its preparation. 

Section 3 

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such as 
biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, 
material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, 
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors. These effects should 
include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term, 
permanent and temporary, positive and negative. 

Section 5 and Section 6 
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SEA Requirements Where covered in Report 

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any 
significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or 
programme. 

Section 6  

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a 
description of how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such 
as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required 
information. 

Section 5 

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in accordance with 
Article 10. 

Section 6 

j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings Non-technical summary 

The report shall include the information that may reasonably be required taking into 
account current knowledge and methods of assessment, the contents and level of 
detail in the plan or programme, its stage in the decision-making process and the 
extent to which certain matters are more appropriately assessed at different levels 
in that process to avoid duplication of the assessment (Art. 5.2). 

Section 2 

Consultation:  

Authorities with environmental responsibility, when deciding on the scope and level 
of detail of the information to be included in the environmental report (Art.5.4). 

Authorities with environmental responsibility and the public shall be given an early 
and effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to express their opinion on 
the draft plan or programme and the accompanying environmental report before the 
adoption of the plan or programme (Art. 6.1, 6.2). 

Other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or programme is 
likely to have significant effects on the environment of that country (Art. 7). 

Section 2 

Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into account in 
decision-making (Art. 8) 

Section 5 and Section 6 
(further information to be 
included in Post-Adoption 
SEA Statement) 

Provision of information on the decision: 

 When the plan or programme is adopted, the public and any countries 
consulted under Art.7 shall be informed and the following made available to 
those so informed:  

 The plan or programme as adopted;  

 A statement summarising how environmental considerations have been 
integrated into the plan or programme and how the environmental report 
pursuant to Article 5, the opinions expressed pursuant to Article 6 and the 
results of consultations entered into pursuant to Article 7 have been taken into 
account in accordance with Article 8, and the reasons for choosing the plan or 
programme as adopted, in the light of the other reasonable alternatives dealt 
with; and 

 The measures decided concerning monitoring (Art. 9 and 10) 

This information will be 
presented in the Post-
Adoption SEA Statement 

Monitoring of the significant environmental effects of the plan’s or programme’s 

implementation (Art. 10) 
Section 6 

Quality assurance: environmental reports should be of a sufficient standard to meet 
the requirements of the SEA Directive 

This table seeks to signpost 
sections of the report that 
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SEA Requirements Where covered in Report 

fulfil the SEA Directive 

Consultation 
 
3.7 The SEA Regulations require a Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report to be produced 

and issued for consultation as a preliminary stage in the production of a Local Plan 
(Stage A). 

 
3.8 The Seafront Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was produced in-

house by the Eastbourne Borough Council Specialist Advisory team during February 
and March 2015.  

 
3.9 During this time, alongside the production of evidence documents and surveys, a 

stakeholder event was held on 10 February, which was attended by over 60 
stakeholder, ranging from statutory consultees to individuals with an interest in the 
seafront.  

 
3.10 Participants at the Stakeholder Event were asked to discuss in small groups, what 

they would like the seafront to be like in the future, and what needs to change about 
the seafront in order to achieve that vision. The feedback from these discussions was 
used to inform the development on the vision, issues and options in the Issues and 
Options Report.  

 
3.11 The SA Scoping Report was sent out for consultation with the three statutory 

consultative bodies: the Environment Agency, Natural England and English Heritage. 
It was also made available for comment by other stakeholders. The Scoping Report 
was published for consultation on 10 April 2015, for a 5 week period to 15 May 2015, 
as required by Regulation 12 (5) of the UK SEA Regulations 2004. 

 
3.12 The representations received during the SA Scoping Report consultation have been 

collated and reviewed, and the Scoping Report has been amended as necessary. The 
final SA Scoping Report has now been published.  

 
3.13 A total of three representations were received from Natural England, Historic England 

and the Marine Management Organisation. The Marine Management Organisation 
confirmed that they had no comments to make in relation to the consultation, whilst 
Historic England submitted generic guidance without specific reference to the 
Seafront Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report. The responses from the 
Scoping Report consultation are summarised below, and full copies of the responses 
can be found in Appendix 1. 

Summary of Consultation Responses 

 
Natural England 

 
3.14 Natural England generally felt that the policies/objectives outlined are appropriate 

and that the document appears to deal reasonably with the natural environment. 
They particularly support the broad aspirations of the Environmental Issues section. 
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3.15 In terms of the PPPSI Review, Natural England consider the sources listed to be 

appropriate, but suggest some additions. These include South Downs National Park 
Management Plan, the Seaford to Beachy Head SSSI, the Eastbourne Downland 
Management Plan, the Eastbourne Beach Management Plan. They also suggest higher 
level documents such as European Landscape Convention, and Biodiversity 2020: A 
Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystems (2011) should be reviewed.  

 
3.16 In terms of the baseline data, Natural England note that there are 4 SNCI’s along 

Eastbourne seafront Prince William Parade, Sovereign Harbour Beach, Holywell and 
Crow’s Nest Steps and Cliffs below the Helen Garden), the area to the west of the 
seafront is Heritage Coast, there is a proposal for a Beachy Head East (Royal 
Sovereign Shoals) Marine Conservation Zone, and work is expected to start on the 
Coastal Path between Shoreham and Eastbourne. 

 
Historic England 

 
3.17 Historic England provided some generic guidance on Sustainability Appraisal. This 

identifies the PPPSI’s that should be reviewed in relation to the historic environment, 

type of baseline data that should be considered and sources of information.  
 
3.18 It is considered that the level of detail provided in the Historic England guidance is 

not relevant for the Seafront Local Plan SA, and that the SA for the Core Strategy, 
which the Seafront Local Plan SA draws down from, adequately covers the comments 
raised in the Historic England guidance. 

  

Invitation to Comment 
 
3.19 In accordance with guidance, this Initial SA/SEA Report has been issued for 

consultation alongside the Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report. 
Consultation will take place for twelve weeks between 19 July and 7 October 2015.  

 
3.20 The Seafront Local Plan and its Sustainability Appraisal Report are available from the 

Council’s website at www.eastbourne.gov.uk/seafrontlp. Representations can be 
made on-line via the consultation portal, or responses can be sent to: 
planning.policy@eastbourne.gov.uk. Representations can also be sent via post to: 

 
Regeneration and Planning Policy 
Eastbourne Borough Council 
1 Grove Road 
Eastbourne 
BN21 4TW 

 
3.21 Following consultation, any comments or feedback will be used to inform the next 

stage in the production of the Seafront Local Plan. 
 

http://www.eastbourne.gov.uk/seafront
mailto:planning.policy@eastbourne.gov.uk
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Section 3 - Sustainability objectives, baseline and context 

Links to other policies, plans, programmes, strategies and initiatives 
 
4.1 The Seafront Local Plan may be influenced in various ways, by other plans and 

programmes, and by external sustainability objectives, such as those laid down in 
policies or legislation. International, national, regional and local policies, plans, 
programmes, strategies and initiatives (PPPSIs) relevant to the Seafront Local Plan 
were reviewed as part of the SA Scoping process to determine the objectives and 
targets, and to identify synergies and opportunities as well as conflicts and 
challenges. 

 
4.2 The Seafront Local Plan should be compliant with the objectives of the Core Strategy. 

As such the SA of the Seafront Local Plan has relied on the work undertaken for the 
Core Strategy and its SA in terms of wider policy and legislation that may be 
relevant. This follows the approach set out in the ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional 

Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents’ guidance which states: “Once 

SA information and objectives have been developed for a LPA’s first SA, subsequent 

SAs of other DPDs can also draw on this information.... use of common data and 

objectives may considerably reduce the amount of work.” 
 
4.3 Table 3 outlines the key messages from the PPPSI review and identifies the specific 

targets and implications that need to be taken into account in the Seafront Local Plan 
(SLP) and its Sustainability Appraisal. 

 
Table 3 - Key messages from PPPSI Review 

Key Theme Relevant PPPSIs Specific Targets/Implications 

Economic   

Visitor Numbers Department for Culture, Media and Sport: 
Government Tourism Policy (2011) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

DCLG: National Planning Practice Guidance  

Pride of Place - East Sussex Integrated 
Sustainable Community Strategy (2008) 

EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

EBC: Town Centre Local Plan (2013) 

Tourism South East: The Economic Impact of 
Tourism in Eastbourne (2013) 

EBC: Visitor Research Study (2013) 

Ensure that the SLP makes 
improvements to Eastbourne 
seafront that will increase the 
number of people visiting the 
town (overnight stays and day 
trippers). This includes tourism in 
low season and particularly 
‘shoulder months’.  

Visitor Expenditure EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

EBC: Town Centre Local Plan (2013) 

Tourism South East: The Economic Impact of 
Tourism in Eastbourne (2013) 

Ensure that the SLP provides 
development that will encourage 
tourism spend and increase the 
total income that Eastbourne 
receives from tourism. 

Tourist 

Accommodation 

EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC/Acorn Tourism Consulting Ltd: Eastbourne 
Tourist Accommodation Study (Draft) (2015) 

The SLP should ensure that 
Eastbourne retains enough 
tourist accommodation to 
accommodate visitors to 
Eastbourne. It should also 
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Key Theme Relevant PPPSIs Specific Targets/Implications 

EBC: Visitor Research Study (2013) encourage improvements to the 
quality of existing hotels in order 
to allow increases in room rates.  

Jobs supported by 

tourism 

EU European Employment Strategy (1997, 
revised 2005)  

DEFRA: Securing the Future: The Government’s 
Sustainable Development Strategy (2005) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

Pride of Place - East Sussex Integrated 
Sustainable Community Strategy (2008) 

EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

Tourism South East: The Economic Impact of 
Tourism in Eastbourne (2013) 

Ensure that the SLP continues to 
provide enough tourists to 
support the number of jobs that 
are directly and indirectly funded 
through visitor’s expenditure.  

Tourist Facilities Department for Culture, Media and Sport: 
Government Tourism Policy (2011) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Seafront Strategy (2003, updated 2011) 

EBC: Visitor Research Study (2013) 

The SLP should ensure that a 
sufficient level of tourist 
attractions are provided that will 
attract people to the seafront and 
to Eastbourne in general.  

Social   

Local Community DCLG: Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our 
Strategy for Public Health in England. Health 
White Paper (2010) 

EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

EBC: Sovereign Harbour Supplementary 
Planning Document (2013) 

EBC: Seafront Strategy (2003, updated 2011) 

EBC: Seafront Survey – Analysis of Results 
(2015) 

EBC: Princes Park Development Plan (2012) 

Ensure that the SLP improves the 
contribution that it makes to the 
local community by taking into 
account the issues that people 
dislike about the seafront, and 
improve on what they do like 
about the seafront. It should 
attempt to increase activity in 
areas that are currently 
underused. 

Travel to the 

seafront 

Department for Transport: Transport White 
Paper - The Future of Transport – A Network for 
2030 (2004) 

ESCC: East Sussex Local Transport Plan 3 
(2011-2026) 

EBC/ESCC/WDC/TPi: South Wealden and 
Eastbourne Transport Study (2010) 

EBC: Eastbourne Cycling Strategy (2012) 

EBC: Visitor Research Study (2013) 

Ensure that the SLP takes all 
reasonable opportunities to 
reduce reliance on private cars. 

It should encourage travel to the 
seafront via walking, cycling and 
public transport. 

The SLP should encourage 
appropriate amounts of car and 
cycle parking at new 
development. 

Accessibility CLG: Planning and Access for Disabled People: 
A Good Practice Guide (2003) 

ESCC: East Sussex Local Transport Plan 3 
(2011-2026) 

EBC: Eastbourne Cycling Strategy (2012) 

EBC: Town Centre Local Plan (2013) 

EBC: Seafront Strategy (2003, updated 2011) 

Ensure that the SLP improves 
accessibility to and along the 
seafront, especially for disabled 
and elderly people.   
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Key Theme Relevant PPPSIs Specific Targets/Implications 

EBC: Seafront Survey – Analysis of Results 
(2015) 

Physical activity 

and recreation 

DCLG: Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our 
Strategy for Public Health in England. Health 
White Paper (2010) 

EBC: Eastbourne Cycling Strategy (2012) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Seafront Survey – Analysis of Results 
(2015) 

The SLP should ensure that 
adequate facilities are provided 
in order to encourage additional 
physical activity and recreation to 
help improve the health of the 
population 

Appearance of the 

seafront 

DETR/CABE: By Design – Urban design in the 
planning system: towards better practice 
(2000)  

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Seafront Strategy (2003, updated 2011) 

EBC: Seafront Survey – Analysis of Results 
(2015) 

Ensure that the SLP promotes 
promote high standards of design 
in development. 

It should also support 
environmentally sustainable 
development which both limits 
short term impacts during 
construction and limits longer 
term impacts on a range of 
environmental receptors. 

Community 

Facilities 

EBC: Corporate Plan 2010-2015 (2014 Refresh) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Town Centre Local Plan (2013) 

EBC: Princes Park Development Plan (2012) 

The SLP should ensure that 
facilities for the local community 
are provided and improved upon. 

Environmental   

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy (EU Directive 2009/28/EC) 

EC Directive on Electricity Production from 
Renewable Energy Sources (2001) 

The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan (2009) 

Carbon Trust: The Climate Change Challenge: 
Scientific Evidence and Implications (2005) 

Carbon Plan 2011 

DEFRA: Securing the Future: The Government’s 
Sustainable Development Strategy (2005) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

East Sussex County Council: East Sussex 
Climate Change Strategy (2009) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Sustainable Building Design 
Supplementary Planning Document (2013) 

Ensure that the SLP takes 
forward all reasonable 
opportunities to encourage 
development that is energy 
efficient. The SLP should aim to 
improve the energy performance 
of buildings. 

Renewable Energy The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan (2009) 

Carbon Trust: The Climate Change Challenge: 
Scientific Evidence and Implications (2005) 

Carbon Plan 2011 

DEFRA: Securing the Future: The Government’s 
Sustainable Development Strategy (2005) 

UK Renewable Energy Strategy (2009) 

The SLP should aim to provide 
energy generation through 
renewable sources where 
appropriate.  
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Key Theme Relevant PPPSIs Specific Targets/Implications 

DTI: Micro Generation Strategy (2006) 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Sustainable Building Design 
Supplementary Planning Document (2013)  

East Sussex County Council: East Sussex 
Climate Change Strategy (2009) 

Water and Flooding Floods Directive (EU Directive 2007/60/EC) 

EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

DEFRA: The Water Environment (Water 
Framework Directive) (England and Wales) 
Regulations (2003) 

Environment Agency: Water for People and the 
Environment - Water Resource Strategy for 
England and Wales (2009) 

Water Strategy Future Water - The 
Government’s Water Strategy for England 

(2008) 

DCLG: Technical Guidance to the National 
Planning Policy Framework (2012) 

EBC/Scott Wilson: Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment Level 2 (2009) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

Ensure that the SLP considers the 
issue of flooding in Eastbourne 
by avoiding development on 
areas of flood risk and promoting 
flood mitigation. It should also 
ensure that development does 
not increase the risk of flooding 
or have an adverse effect on 
waterbodies. 

The SLP should take into account 
surface run-off during and after 
construction which may lead to 
an increase risk of surface water 
flooding elsewhere. 

Coastal Processes Bathing Water Quality Directive (76/160/EEC) 

EC Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113/EC) 

EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

DEFRA: The Water Environment (Water 
Framework Directive) (England and Wales) 
Regulations (2003) 

South East Coastal Group: Shoreline 
Management Plan (Area 11: South Foreland to 
Beachy Head) (2006) 

Marine Management Organisation: Seascape 
Assessment for the South Marine Plan Areas – 
MCA9: Eastbourne, Pevensey and Rye Bays 
(2013) 

South Plans Analytical Report (June 2014) 
(MMO) 

The SLP should take into account 
the potential impact of flooding 
from the sea and ensure that sea 
defences are not compromised in 
any way. 

The SLP should not allow 
development that would prevent 
maintenance and improvements 
to the seawall, groynes or beach 
recharges. 

 

Biodiversity/ 

Habitats 

UN Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) 

EU Biodiversity Action Plan (2006) 

The Pan-European Biological and Landscape 
Diversity Strategy (1995) 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) 

DEFRA: Guidance for Local Authorities on 
Implementing the Biodiversity Duty (2007) 

DEFRA: Conserving Biodiversity – the UK 
approach (2007) 

ESCC: East Sussex Vegetated Shingle 
Management Plan (2009) 

Ensure that the SLP takes a 
‘precautionary principle’ 

approach to avoiding biodiversity 
loss and ensure that biodiversity 
is not adversely affected by 
development. It should also 
ensure that any development 
properly assesses the impact of 
development on biodiversity. 
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Key Theme Relevant PPPSIs Specific Targets/Implications 

South East Coastal Group: Shoreline 
Management Plan (Area 11: South Foreland to 
Beachy Head) (2006) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

Landscape The Wildlife Trusts: A Living Landscape for the 
South East (2006) 

ESCC: East Sussex Vegetated Shingle 
Management Plan (2009) 

EBC/CBA: Landscape Capacity Guidance (2009) 

Ensure that the SLP protects the 
landscape by only identifying 
locations for development that 
have sufficient capacity in 
landscape terms of such 
development. 

Seascape Marine Management Organisation: Seascape 
Assessment for the South Marine Plan Areas – 
MCA9: Eastbourne, Pevensey and Rye Bays 
(2013) 

The SLP should ensure that the 
large scale seascape and view 
are maintained and not impacted 
by development. 

Air Quality Air Quality Framework Directive (96/62/EC) and 
daughter Directives (99/30/EC), (2000/69/EC), 
(2002/3/EC) 

Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe 
(2008/50/EC)  

Air Quality Standards Regulations (2010) 

EBC/ESCC/WDC/TPi: South Wealden and 
Eastbourne Transport Study (2010) 

EBC: Eastbourne Cycling Strategy (2012) 

The SLP should aim to reduce 
emissions from development in 
order to improve air quality. 

Heritage Assets/ 

Archaeology 

Council of Europe: Convention on the Protection 
of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (1985) 

Council of Europe: The Convention on the 
Protection of Archaeological Heritage (Revised) 
(Valetta Convention) (1992) 

EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Seafront Survey – Analysis of Results 
(2015) 

Ensure that the SLP considers the 
impact on cultural heritage 
assets when identifying sites for 
development. 

Archaeological assets, both 
potential and realised should be 
provided with full consideration 
through the SLP. 

Green Spaces EBC: Eastbourne Core Strategy Local Plan 
(2013) 

EBC: Seafront Survey – Analysis of Results 
(2015) 

EBC: Princes Park Development Plan (2012) 

Ensure that the SLP at least 
maintains the current level of 
open space provision, including 
the protection of sites that have 
been designed as Fields in Trust. 

Description of the baseline characteristics 
 
4.4 An extensive search for baseline data was undertaken at the SA scoping stage. The 

baseline information provides the basis for predicting and monitoring the 
environmental and sustainability effects of planning policy. A summary of the key 
baseline information is provided below. 

Population 

 
4.5 Eastbourne’s population has been growing over recent years and reached 100,537 in 

2013, with the rate of growth since the previous Census being the largest in East 
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Sussex. However it is estimated that this growth will slow down significantly over the 
next 10-15 years, reaching 101,831 in 2027. The proportion of Eastbourne’s 

population that is of working age has been growing over recent years to over 60%, 
but the overall workforce is projected to decrease by approximately 6.3% up to 2026. 

Workforce and Economic Activity 

 
4.6 A high proportion of Eastbourne’s working age population is economically active and 

this has grown over recent years, but unemployment is a problem in the town. A 
higher than average percentage of economically inactive1 people want a job, but the 
rate of economically active people who are unemployed, and the rate of people 
claiming jobseekers allowance in Eastbourne is second only to Hastings in East 
Sussex. 

Jobs 

 
4.7 In 2013, there were a total of 37,600 jobs in Eastbourne. It is estimated by the 

Economic Impact of Tourism in Eastbourne study that 5,332 FTE jobs and 7,316 7 
actual jobs in Eastbourne were supported by tourism related expenditure. This 
equates to 19% of the total number of jobs in Eastbourne in 2013. The total number 
of jobs supported by tourism related expenditure in 2013 represents a 2.2% increase 
on the previous year.  

Tourism Economy 

 
4.8 According to the Economic Impact of Tourism in Eastbourne (2013) research, tourism 

provides a total of £354,748,000 worth of income for local businesses through direct 
and indirect (including multiplier) effects. This is an increase of 2.2% in the total 
value of tourism on the previous year. The total income includes £160.8 million spent 
by overnight visitors and £111.2 million by day-tripper. This means that overnight 
visitors spend approximately £231 each on their stay, whilst day-trippers spend 
approximately £27 each on their trip.   

Tourist Accommodation 

 
4.9 According to the Tourist Accommodation Study (2015), Eastbourne has 221 tourist 

accommodation establishments, including hotels, guest houses, bed & breakfast and 
self-catering, contributing a total of 3,351 rooms to the visitor accommodation stock. 
63% of the room stock is supplied via independent establishments.  

 
4.10 The Tourist Accommodation Study also indicates that the annual average occupancy 

of the tourist accommodation is 54%, and that the annual average achieved room 
rate is £61.  

Coastal Processes 

 
4.11 Eastbourne Borough Council manages 5.8 km of Eastbourne’s beachline. The total 

volume of the beaches is 2,120,000 m³ of shingle, which provides the substantive 

                                    
1 Economically inactive people are those people who are neither in employment or unemployed. This includes those 
looking after a home and family, long or short term sick, injured or disabled people, or those who are retired 
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sea defence for Eastbourne. In order to ensure that the sea defences are maintained, 
beach recharge works are undertaken by Eastbourne Borough Council. In 2003, the 
total beach volume was around 2,050,000 m³and this decreased to a low of 
1,980,000 m³ in 2010 due to coastal erosion processes. Major beach replenishment 
works in 2010 took total volume up to 2,150,000 m³ although it has fallen slightly 
since then. 

Hydrology 

 
4.12 Significant parts of Eastbourne are at risk of flooding. Over a third of the built-up 

area is within a high flood risk zone, as is the majority of Eastbourne Park, which also 
includes considerable areas of functional floodplain. 

 
4.13 Water quality in Eastbourne was considered to be good in 2006 as 100% of the river 

lengths in Eastbourne were classified as good or very good in terms of chemical and 
biological aspects. 

 
4.14 The overall status of waterbodies in the Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels catchment 

area gives an indication of the water quality in the area. The majority of the 
waterbodies are of moderate quality. 

Biodiversity and Landscape 

 
4.15 Over 40% of the Borough is within the South Downs National Park, and 

approximately 85ha of the Borough is in a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Also, 
approximately 40% of the Borough has an Environmental Stewardship Agreement on 
it. 

 
4.16 There are large areas of ‘Coastal & floodplain grazing marsh’, ‘deciduous woodland’ 

and ‘Lowland calcareous grassland’ habitats in Eastbourne. There are also 196 

records of protected species, 1052 records of Biodiversity Action Plan species, 1403 
records of rare species and 993 records of notable birds. 

 
4.17 Nearly two thirds of Eastbourne is part of an identified habitat in the Biodiversity 

Assessment, although the majority of this area is within Eastbourne Park and the 
Downland. 21.15% of the built up area is within an identified habitat area in the 
Biodiversity Assessment. 

 
4.18 There are 4 Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) along Eastbourne 

seafront. These are located at Sovereign Park on Prince William Parade, Sovereign 
Harbour Beaches, Holywell and Crow’s Nest Steps and Cliffs below the Helen Garden.  

The area to the west of the seafront within the South Downs National Park is 
designated as a Heritage Coast. There is a proposal for a Beachy Head East (Royal 
Sovereign Shoals) Marine Conservation Zone. Work on the Coastal Path between 
Shoreham and Eastbourne is expected to start in the near future. 

Difficulties and limitation of baseline data 
 
4.19 The collection of data for an SA is an on-going exercise, and not all of the information 

required has been available during the scoping stage. Despite these constraints, the 
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data that is presented in this Scoping Report is considered sufficient to determine the 
key sustainability issues for the Seafront Local Plan.  

Main social, environment and economic issues and problems identified 
 
4.20 The key sustainability issues that need to be considered in the Seafront Local Plan 

and its Sustainability Appraisal have been identified through the PPPSI review and the 
analysis of the baseline data. 

Economic Issues 

 
4.21 The Economic Issues identified are: 

 Eastbourne has around 4.8 million visitors per year, with 4.1 million day trippers 
and approximately 700,000 overnight visitors. As one of the main tourism focus 
for the town, and with 92% of first time visitors to Eastbourne visiting the beach, 
it is important that the Seafront Local Plan makes improvements to the seafront 
that will appeal to visitors and therefore increase the number of people visiting 
the town. This is particularly important in the ‘shoulder months’, and the low 

season more generally.  

 Tourism is worth £355 million to the town and is a key driver for the local 
economy. This income includes over £160 million direct expenditure by overnight 
visitors, and around £110 million direct expenditure from day trippers. It is 
important to the local economy that visitors continue to spend their money in 
Eastbourne, and that the total expenditure continues increases over time. As 
overnight visitors individually spend significantly more on their trips, the Seafront 
Local Plan should particularly ensure that the seafront continues to encourage 
tourism and increases visitor spend.  

 Eastbourne has around 3,351 visitor accommodation rooms in hotels, bed & 
breakfasts, guest houses and self-catering accommodation. The majority of the 
accommodation is within independent establishments. It is important that 
Eastbourne maintains an appropriate amount of tourist accommodation in order 
to cater for the number of visitors to the town. The Seafront Local Plan should 
help to encourage improvements in the quality of tourist accommodation in order 
to increase the number of people staying overnight.  

 Tourism supports 19% of the total number of jobs in Eastbourne, and 10.4% of 
people are employed within ‘Accommodation and food’ related industries. 

Therefore it is important that the Seafront Local Plan continues to support the 
tourism sector in Eastbourne in order to provide sufficient number of visitors to 
support the number of jobs that are directly and indirectly funded through 
visitor’s expenditure.  

 A significant number of tourist facilities are located within the seafront area. It is 
important that the Seafront Local Plan should ensure that a sufficient level and 
quality of tourist attraction is provided that will attract people to the seafront and 
to Eastbourne in general. 

Social Issues 

 
4.22 The Social Issues identified are: 
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 The seafront has a massive social significance to local people, and many people 
are rightly proud of it. It holds a number of leisure and community facilities and 
amenities that are well used by local people. The Seafront Local Plan should 
improve the seafront for local people, particularly by addressing the issues that 
people dislike about the seafront, and improving on what they do like about the 
seafront. It should attempt to increase activity in areas that are currently 
underused. The Seafront Local Plan should ensure that facilities for the local 
community are provided and improved upon. 

 Accessibility to and around the seafront can be challenging, particularly for 
disabled or elderly people. It is important that there is access for all to the 
seafront, and access should be improved through the Seafront Local Plan.   

 A significant amount of people travel to the seafront by car. The Seafront Local 
Plan should look into reasonable opportunities to reduce reliance on private cars, 
and should encourage travel to the seafront via walking, cycling and public 
transport. It should also encourage appropriate amounts of car and cycle parking 
at new development. 

 The seafront is used by a large number of local people for physical activity and 
recreation. It is important that adequate facilities are provided in order to 
encourage additional physical activity and recreation to help improve the health of 
the population.  

 The appearance of the seafront is one of its main attractions. Therefore future 
development should provide high standards of design. The Seafront Local Plan 
should also support environmentally sustainable development which both limits 
short term impacts during construction and limits longer term impacts on a range 
of environmental receptors. 

Environmental Issues 

 
4.23 The Environmental Issues identified are: 

 A significant amount of Eastbourne, including the seafront area to the east of the 
Pier, is in zones of flood risk. The Seafront Local Plan should also ensure that new 
development is not located in areas of unacceptable flood risk, and that new 
development does not have an adverse effect on waterbodies or increase the risk 
of flooding elsewhere. It should also take account of surface water run-off into the 
sea.  

 There may be opportunities to improve energy efficiency and renewable energy 
within the seafront area for the benefit of the local community. The Seafront Local 
Plan should take forward all reasonable opportunities to encourage development 
that is energy efficient, and aim to provide energy generation through renewable 
sources where appropriate. 

 Eastbourne has approximately 5.8km of coastline, with a total volume of 2.12 
million m³ of shingle on the beaches as sea defence. The Seafront Local Plan 
should take into account the potential impact of flooding from the sea and ensure 
that sea defences are not compromised in any way. It should not allow 
development that would prevent maintenance and improvements to the seawall, 
groynes or beach recharges. 
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 There are a number of identified biodiversity habitats and networks in Eastbourne, 
including in the seafront area. The Seafront Local Plan should ensure biodiversity 
is not adversely affected by development, and should take a precautionary 
approach to avoiding biodiversity loss. It should also ensure that any 
development properly assesses the impact of development on biodiversity, and 
consider whether the sites present opportunities for mitigation and enhancement. 

 The landscape around the seafront is a defining feature and something that 
makes the seafront so special. It is important that the landscape and the 
seascape are protected from inappropriate development and that locations for 
development should have sufficient capacity in landscape terms for such 
development. The Seafront Local Plan should ensure that the large scale seascape 
and view are maintained and not impacted by development. 

 The seafront has a number of Eastbourne’s most important heritage assets, such 

as the Martello Towers and the Redoubt, as well as a significant amount of the 
seafront being within Conservation Areas. The Seafront Local Plan should consider 
the impact on cultural heritage assets when identifying sites for development. 
Archaeological assets, both potential and realised should be provided with full 
consideration through the Seafront Local Plan. 

The SA Framework 
 
4.24 The SA Framework for the Seafront Local Plan was developed during Stage A and was 

set out in the SA Scoping Report. It consists of a series of sustainability objectives 
and sub-objectives supported by indicators which form the assessment criteria.  

 
4.25 The Sustainability Objectives for the Seafront Local Plan need to draw down from the 

Core Strategy. The ODPM Guidance suggests that once the SA information and 
objectives have been developed for the first SA (in this case the Core Strategy), 
subsequent SAs can draw on this information, although they would normally have to 
add information more specific to the Local Plan. 

 
4.26 The full SA Framework contains the existing Sustainability Objectives from the Core 

Strategy as well as a set of new Sustainability Objectives that are specifically relevant 
to the Seafront Local Plan.  

 
4.27 The Sustainability Appraisal Framework for the Seafront Local Plan is set out in Table 

4 below. 
 
Table 4 - SA Framework 

Ref Headline Objective Headline Indicator Decision-making 

criteria 

Detailed Indicators 

SLP-SA1 To increase the 
length of the tourist 
season 

The number of 
people visiting during 
the low season 

Will it result in more 
tourists visiting in 
the ‘shoulder 
months’? 

Will it result in more 
tourists visiting in 
the low season? 

 Number of 
visitors between 
November and 
March 

 Number of 
visitors between 
April and May 
and September 
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Ref Headline Objective Headline Indicator Decision-making 

criteria 

Detailed Indicators 

and October 
 Annual average 

room rate 
 Low season 

average room 
rate 

SLP-SA2 To increase the 
number of visitors to 
the town, especially 
overnight stays 

The number of 
visitors to 
Eastbourne each 
year 

Will it attract more 
people to 
Eastbourne? 

Will it attract more 
people to stay 
overnight? 

 Total number of 
visitors 

 Number of 
overnight visitors 

 Number of day-
trippers 

SLP-SA3 To increase the 
amount spent by 
visitors in the local 
economy 

The total expenditure 
by tourists per year 

Will it increase the 
amount spend by 
visitors? 

 Direct 
expenditure by 
tourists 

 Total worth of 
tourism to the 
local economy 

SLP-SA4 To ensure that 
Eastbourne continues 
to maintain an 
appropriate amount 
of visitor 
accommodation in 
locations where 
visitors would expect 
to find it 

The overall number 
of visitor 
accommodation 
rooms available 

Will it maintain an 
appropriate amount 
of visitor 
accommodation to 
cater for tourists? 

Is the tourist 
accommodation 
located where 
visitors would expect 
to find it? 

 Number of 
accommodation 
establishments 

 Number of 
accommodation 
rooms 

 Number of 
accommodation 
establishments in 
the seafront area 

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in 
the quality of visitor 
accommodation by 
facilitating an 
increase in 
occupancy and room 
rates 

The annual average 
occupancy of visitor 
accommodation 

Will it result in 
increased occupancy 
of visitor 
accommodation? 

Will it allow for 
increases in room 
rates? 

 Annual average 
occupancy rate 

 Annual average 
room rate 

 High season 
average room 
rate 

 Low season 
average room 
rate 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the 
tourism sectors 
continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

The total number of 
jobs supported by 
tourism 

Will it result in less 
employment in 
tourism related 
industries 

 The total number 
of jobs supported 
by tourism 

 The % of total 
jobs supported 
by tourism 

SLP-SA7 To increase the 
relevance of the 
seafront to local 
people 

The number of local 
people using the 
seafront 

Will it result in more 
local people using 
the seafront? 

 The number of 
local people who 
use the seafront 
regularly 
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Ref Headline Objective Headline Indicator Decision-making 

criteria 

Detailed Indicators 

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the 
seafront is accessible 
for all.  

Number of people 
accessing the 
seafront 

Will it allow elderly 
people to access the 
seafront? 

Will it allow disabled 
people to access the 
seafront? 

 Age range of 
visitors to the 
seafront 

 Number of 
people with 
disabilities 
accessing the 
seafront 

SLP-SA9 To increase the 
number of people 
travelling to the 
seafront by non-car 
modes 

The number of 
people travelling to 
the seafront by non-
car modes 

Will it increase the 
proportion of 
journeys using 
modes other than 
the car? 

Will it reduce traffic 
volumes? 

 % accessing the 
seafront by cycle 

 % walking to the 
seafront 

 % accessing the 
seafront by 
public transport 

SLP-SA10 To maintain the 
character of the 
seafront 

The amount of the 
seafront out of 
keeping with the 
character of the 
seafront 

Will it result in more 
of the seafront being 
out of character? 

 % of the 
seafront out of 
character 

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the 
coastal defences are 
not compromised, 
and that access for 
maintenance 
purposes is not 
prevented 

The overall condition 
of coastal defences 

Will it cause harm to 
coastal defences? 

Will it prevent 
maintenance work 
on coastal defences 
taking place? 

 The total amount 
of shingle on the 
beaches each 
year 

 Condition of the 
groynes 

SLP-SA12 To maintain and 
enhance the quality 
of the seascape 

Visibility of the sea 
from the land 

Will it result in 
obstruction to views 
of the sea? 

 Developments 
that obstruct sea 
views 

SLP-SA13 To ensure the 
continued protection 
of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 

The total number of 
heritage assets in 
the seafront area 

Will it continue to 
protect heritage 
assets? 

Will it result in 
damage to heritage 
assets? 

 The number of 
listed buildings 

 The % of 
seafront area 
within a 
Conservation 
Area 

 Number of 
buildings at risk 

 
4.28 The compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives are tested in Table 5 to identify 

their internal consistency or tensions between objectives that cannot be resolved. 
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Table 5 - Assessment of Sustainability Objectives 

SLP-SA1              

SLP-SA2              

SLP-SA3              

SLP-SA4              

SLP-SA5              

SLP-SA6              

SLP-SA7  o o o o         

SLP-SA8  o o  o o        

SLP-SA9 o  o o o         

SLP-SA10  o o  o o   o     

SLP-SA11 o o o o o o o  o     

SLP-SA12 o o o o o o  o o     

SLP-SA13 o o o o o o   o   o  

SA 

Objectives 

S
L
P

-S
A

1
 

S
L
P

-S
A

2
 

S
L
P

-S
A

3
 

S
L
P

-S
A

4
 

S
L
P

-S
A

5
 

S
L
P

-S
A

6
 

S
L
P

-S
A

7
 

S
L
P

-S
A

8
 

S
L
P

-S
A

9
 

S
L
P

-S
A

1
0

 

S
L
P

-S
A

1
1

 

S
L
P

-S
A

1
2

 

S
L
P

-S
A

1
3

 

 

4.29 The compatibility testing of the Seafront Local Plan Sustainability Objectives against 
each other shows that there is no significant link between the majority of the 
Sustainability Objectives. The objectives relating to the tourist economy (visitor 
season, visitor numbers, visitor spend, etc.) are all highly compatible, due to the 
economic emphasis placed upon them. However there are some conflicts, particularly 
with the Sustainability Objective relating to impact on the road network. This is 
because it is considered likely that more visitors to the seafront will create the need 
for more travel, which is likely to be undertaken via car. Therefore the Seafront Local 
Plan should take into account mitigation measures to encourage use of non-car 
modes of transport. 
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Section 4 – Testing the Objectives 
 

5.1 The Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report sets out the suggested vision and 
objectives for the Seafront Local Plan. They provide context for the options and 
highlight the purpose and aims of the Seafront Local Plan. 

Vision 
 
5.2 The Core Strategy contained a vision, which closely aligned to the vision from the 

Sustainable Community Strategy. A vision for the Seafront in Eastbourne should be 
more specific and relevant to the maximising the contribution that the seafront 
makes to the town.   

 
5.3 The vision was developed in collaboration with the Local Plan Steering Group. The 

Vision for the Seafront Local Plan is: 
 

Seafront Local Plan Vision 

By 2035, the two sides east and west of the pier will have different characteristics that 
will be maintained to Eastbourne’s benefit. The contrast between west and east will 

represent a fine balance appealing to all sides of the community and will be mutually 
supportive: 

 The side west of the pier will maintain a sense of tradition and cultural heritage with 
improvements intended to preserve, maintain and enhance the existing offerings, 
landscape and appeal. 

 The side east of the pier will support a much more dynamic approach, with state of 
the art leisure facilities providing a leisure destination offering for locals and visitors 
alike, including the best available modern facilities and attractions, providing 
attractive, accessible and innovative built environments for a new generation of 
families to enjoy. 

Plan Objectives 
 
5.4 The Seafront Local Plan will contain a number of Plan Objectives. The Plan Objectives 

describe what the Seafront Local Plan is trying to achieve. They have been developed 
using information gathered through the PPPSI Review and the collection of baseline 
data, and take account of the sustainability issues identified. They also take into 
account the responses from the pre-preparation stakeholder engagement exercise 
that was undertaken. 

 
5.5 The effectiveness of the Seafront Local Plan in achieving the Plan Objectives will be 

monitored used Indicators. Some basic indicators are included in Table 6 below, and 
the Indicators to be used will be set out in more depth in the Monitoring Framework 
of the Seafront Local Plan. 
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Table 6 - Plan Objectives 

Ref Draft Plan Objective Basic Indicators 

SLP1 Conserve the unique natural and built 
environment that makes the Seafront so 
special 

 The % change in habitats 
 Number of species found 
 The number of listed buildings 
 The % of seafront area within a 

Conservation Area 
 Number of buildings at risk 

SLP2 Provide an appropriate amount of quality 
tourist accommodation that can meet the 
needs of tourists visiting the town 

 Number of visitor accommodation rooms 
 Number of accommodation 

establishments 
 Number of accommodation 

establishments in the seafront area 

SLP3 Ensure that the seafront continues to protect 
the town against flooding and that protection 
measures are not compromised by future 
changes 

 The total amount of shingle on the 
beaches each year 

 Condition of the groynes 

SLP4 Provide a range of tourist facilities that 
continue to attract tourists and complement 
the special events that take place in the 
town 

 Total number of visitors 
 Number of Tourist Facilities 
 Age range of visitors to the seafront 
 Number of people with disabilities 

accessing the seafront 

SLP5 Enhance the quality and appearance of the 
public realm to make the seafront even 
more attractive to residents and visitors 

 Total number of visitors 
 Design awards/recommendations 

SLP6 Encourage sustainable travel to and from the 
seafront and to reduce the reliance and the 
negative effects the private car has on the 
seafront environment 

 % accessing the seafront by cycle 
 % walking to the seafront 
 % accessing the seafront by public 

transport 

SLP7 Provide an extensive range of community 
and leisure facilities that can be used by 
tourists and residents alike at any time of 
year 

 Number of community and leisure 
facilities 

 Resident satisfaction survey 

SLP8 Enhance the quality of the offer in terms of 
facilities and activities for children within the 
seafront area 

 Age range of visitors to the seafront 
 Number of facilities for children 

Appraisal of Objectives 
 
5.6 It is important that the objectives of the Seafront Local Plan are in accordance with 

sustainability principles. They have therefore been tested for compatibility with the 
SA objectives (as presented in the SA Framework) using a matrix in Table 7. This 
meet Stage B1 - Testing the plan or programme objectives against the SA objectives. 
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Table 7 - Appraisal of Plan Objectives 

 - Likely to have a positive effect  - Likely to have a negative effect 
o - Unlikely to have any effect ? - Effect unclear/unknown 
 

SA 

Objectives 

Seafront Local Plan Draft Objectives 

SLP1 SLP2 SLP3 SLP4 SLP5 SLP6 SLP7 SLP8 

Core Strategy Sustainability Objectives 

CS1 o o o o o o o o 

CS2  o  o     

CS3 o o o  o    

CS4 o o o o o o o  

CS5 o o o o  o   

CS6 o o o o  o o o 

CS7 o o o  o   o 

CS8   o  o o  o 

CS9  o  o o o o o 

CS10 o o o o o o o o 

CS11 o o o o o o o o 

CS12  o o     o 

CS13  o o      

CS14  o o o o o o o 

CS15  o  o     

CS16 o o o o o  o o 

CS17  o   o o  o 

CS18 o o   o o o o 

CS19 o o o  o  o o 

CS20 o o o  o    

CS21 o o o  o o   

CS22 o o o  o o   

Seafront Local Plan Sustainability Objectives 

SLP-SA1 o  o     o 

SLP-SA2   o      

SLP-SA3   o  o o   

SLP-SA4   o o o o o o 

SLP-SA5 o  o  o o o o 

SLP-SA6   o  o o   
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SA 

Objectives 

Seafront Local Plan Draft Objectives 

SLP1 SLP2 SLP3 SLP4 SLP5 SLP6 SLP7 SLP8 

SLP-SA7  o o o  o   

SLP-SA8  o  o   o o 

SLP-SA9 o  o  o    

SLP-SA10      o   

SLP-SA11  o  o o o o o 

SLP-SA12  o o  o o o o 

SLP-SA13    o  o o o 

Commentary on the Appraisal of the Objectives 
 
5.7 As shown in Table 12, the Seafront Local Plan objectives would generally have 

positive effects, especially in relation to the economic-based SA objectives. However 
there may be the possibility that some of the objectives have a negative effect in 
relation to some environmental SA objectives, unless mitigation measures can be 
incorporated into the Seafront Local Plan. 

 
5.8 A number of the Seafront Local Plan Objectives are focused on the economy and 

therefore the majority of the positive impacts in relation to promoting economic 
growth, particularly related to tourism, creating employment opportunities and the 
associated social impacts of employment such as reduced deprivation.   

 
5.9 SLP1 relates to the protection of the natural and built environment and therefore this 

objective has positive effects in relation to sustainability objectives addressing the 
conservation of biodiversity and landscape, accessibility to the historic environment, 
and the quality of landscapes and townscapes. The quality of the natural and built 
environment is also a draw for tourists, so this objective also has positive 
sustainability impacts relating to the number of visitors and the provision of tourist 
accommodation. However the conservation of the natural and built environment 
might have negative impacts in terms of accessibility due to the conflict potentially 
resulting from additional facilities such as ramps. Overall, SLP1 has 16 positive 
impacts, two negative impacts and 17 no impacts. 

 
5.10 SLP2 relates to the provision of an appropriate amount of tourist accommodation and 

therefore this objective has a number of positive effects relating to the economy and 
visitor numbers. The amount of tourist accommodation could affect the amount of 
people visiting the town if not enough is provided, but too much accommodation 
could affect the quality. Overall, SLP2 has nine positive impacts, one negative impact, 
and 25 no impacts. 

 
5.11 SLP3 relates to flood protection and therefore this objective has positive sustainability 

impacts relating to hydrology issues. It is not considered that this objective has many 
significant impacts, although it may have negative impacts on landscape and 
accessibility. Overall, SLP3 has seven positive impacts, two negative impacts and 26 
no impacts. 
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5.12 SLP4 relates to the provision of tourist facilities and therefore it has positive 

sustainability impacts relating to increased tourism and therefore economic impacts 
such as creating employment in tourism and increased tourist spend. However there 
are negative impacts, particularly in relation to the environment, where the provision 
of new facilities could impact about landscape or biodiversity, and there is the 
potential for impact on flood defences. Overall, SLP4 has 10 positive impacts, nine 
negative impacts, and 16 no impacts.   

 
5.13 SLP5 relates to the quality and appearance of the public realm. This objective does 

not have many significant impacts, although a more attractive public realm will help 
attract tourists. There are no particularly negative impacts related to this objective. 
Overall, SLP5 has 12 positive impacts and 23 no impacts. 

 
5.14 SLP6 relates to encouraging sustainable travel and as such has a number of 

environmentally related positive impacts, and socially related positive impacts such 
as health of the population and accessibility. However, many tourists, particularly day 
trippers, will travel to the town by car and may be put off by discouraging car use. 
This may have negative impacts on tourist and economy related sustainability 
objectives. Overall, SLP6 has 11 positive impacts, two negative impacts, and 22 no 
impacts. 

 
5.15 SLP7 relates to the provision of community and leisure facilities, and therefore this 

objective has a number of positive social and economic impacts. These particularly 
relate to health of the community, accessibility to recreation, and the importance of 
the seafront to local people. These community and leisure facilities could also be used 
by tourists, and therefor they may also impact on the length of the tourist season and 
the number of tourists visiting. There may be negative impacts associated with new 
development in the seafront area, such as biodiversity and landscape impacts, and it 
could result in more people travelling to the seafront by car. Overall, SLP7 has 11 
positive impacts, eight negative impacts, and 16 no impacts. 

 
5.16 SLP8 relates to the provision of facilities for children and therefore there are a 

number of positive social impacts. These include impacts on health, education, fear of 
crime, and the relevance of the seafront is local people. It will also have an impact on 
tourism and the economy as it may result in more families visiting the town. There 
may be negative impacts associated with new development in the seafront area, such 
as biodiversity and landscape impacts, and it could result in more people travelling to 
the seafront by car. Overall, SLP7 has 10 positive impacts, five negative impacts, and 
20 no impacts. 

 
5.17 It is recommended that the Seafront Local Plan takes account of the potential impacts 

of the plan objectives and ensures that mitigation measures are included in the 
Seafront Local Plan to ensure that these negative effects are not realised. 
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Section 5 - Assessing the Options 

 
6.1 The SEA Directive requirements relevant to the consideration of alternatives are 

provided below. It should be noted that, the consideration of ‘alternatives’ is 

synonymous with ‘options’ within this SA Report. 
 

SEA Directive 

The Environmental Report should consider 'reasonable alternatives taking into 

account the objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or programme' and 

give 'an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with' (Article 5.1 

and Annex 1). 
 

6.2 The ODPM guidance (2005) states that it is “essential to set out to improve upon the 

situation which would exist if there were no DPD”. To test this, the options considered 
in the SA/SEA include the ‘no plan’ option. 

Need for a Local Plan (Do-nothing vs. Do-something) 
 
6.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) para 153 states that local authorities 

should produce a Local Plan for their area, and ‘any additional development plan 

documents should only be used where clearly justified’. It is considered that the 
seafront is a key factor in promoting tourism in Eastbourne, and tourism is an 
important economic driver for the town, which means that the success of the seafront 
is reflected in local economic conditions. Therefore it is considered that producing a 
Local Plan for the seafront is justified. However, in order to ensure that a Seafront 
Local Plan would be more effective than the existing policy position, a comparison 
between a ‘do-something’ scenario against a ‘do-nothing’ scenario has been 

undertaken. Table 8 appraises the need for a Local Plan based on these two 
scenarios. 

 
6.4 The ‘do-nothing’ scenario would be based on continuing with the adopted policies 

from the Eastbourne Borough Plan 2001-2011 (adopted 2003) and the Core Strategy 
Local Plan 2006-2027 (adopted 2013). The ‘do-something’ scenario is the preparation 
of a Seafront Local Plan to actively facilitate change in the seafront area. 

 
Table 8 - Appraisal of Need for a Local Plan 

 - Likely to have a strong positive effect   - Likely to have a positive effect  
o - Unlikely to have any effect  - Likely to have a negative effect 
 - Likely to have a strong negative effect  ? - Effect unclear/unknown 

 

Sustainability Objectives 
Do-

Nothing 

Do-

Something 
Commentary 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone 
to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

o o 
Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
housing 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

o  
A plan may increase the amount of 
leisure and recreation activity, 
improving people’s health 
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Sustainability Objectives 
Do-

Nothing 

Do-

Something 
Commentary 

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion 
and to close the gap between the more 
deprived areas in the Borough and the 
rest of the town 

o  

A plan could improve the impact 
that the seafront has on the 
economy, bringing more money to 
the town therefore indirectly 
reducing poverty 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels 
across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire 
the skills needed to find and remain in 
work 

o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
educational achievement 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime 
o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
crime 

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant 
communities where everyone 
participates in local governance and that 
each person is important to the future 
of the town 

o  

 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable 
modes of transport to jobs, health, 
education, shops, leisure, cultural and 
community facilities to everyone 

o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
accessibility to services and 
amenities 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-
impact economic base and encourage 
entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly 
in the tourism sector so that everyone 
can benefit from economic growth 

o  

A plan could increase the amount 
of tourists visiting the seafront, 
therefore providing more 
employment opportunities in the 
tourism sector 

CS9 To ensure development is 
masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will 
support continued economic growth and 
not just housing growth 

o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
commercial infrastructure 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and 
knowledge-based economic sector that 
excels in innovation with higher-value, 
lower-impact activities 

o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
the knowledge based economic 
sector 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and 
adaptable workforce to match local 
employment opportunities 

o o 
Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
the workforce 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s 

biodiversity and landscape, and ensure 
species sustainability 

 ? 

Retaining existing policies should 
help to conserve biodiversity and 
landscape and they would likely 
result in no change. Change 
brought about by a plan could have 
some impact on biodiversity or 
landscape but this is unknown at 
this stage. 

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning 
potential and make accessible for 
enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, 

countryside, recreation areas and 

  

Both will make the seafront more 
accessibility, but this impact will be 
greater if a plan was produced 
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Sustainability Objectives 
Do-

Nothing 

Do-

Something 
Commentary 

historic environment 

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use 
through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings 
first, and encourage urban renaissance 

o  

The plan would encourage re-use 
of under-utilised sites 

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of 
landscapes and townscapes 

 ? 

Retaining existing policies should 
help to maintain town- and 
landscapes and they would likely 
result in no change. Change 
brought about by a plan could have 
some impact on town- or 
landscape but this is unknown at 
this stage. 

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air 
quality continues to improve o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
the air quality 

CS17 To maintain and improve the water 
quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o  

Increase use of the seafront 
brought about by a plan could have 
a negative effect on water quality, 
particularly the sea.  

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to public well-being, 
the economy and the environment 

o  
Development on the seafront has 
the potential to impact on the sea 
defences. 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change 
through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts 
of climate change 

o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
climate change 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels by encouraging mixed-use 
development, traffic calming measures, 
improving travel choice, reducing the 
need for travel by car, and shortening 
the number, length and duration of 
journeys 

o  

A plan should help increase the 
number of people using the 
seafront, therefore it is likely that 
more people will travel there by 
car, therefore having a negative 
impact on road congestion 

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for 
disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o 

Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
the waste 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms 
of energy and ensure the prudent use of 
natural resources 

o o 
Producing a Local Plan is unlikely 
to have any significant effect on 
natural resources 

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist 
season 

o  

The planned provision of new 
tourist attractions will help to 
increase the length of the tourist 
season 

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to 
the town, especially overnight stays 

o  

The planned provision of new 
tourist attractions and 
accommodation will help to 
increase the number of visitors 

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by 
visitors in the local economy o  

The planned provision of new 
tourist attractions and 
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Sustainability Objectives 
Do-

Nothing 

Do-

Something 
Commentary 

accommodation will help to 
increase the amount of money 
spent by visitors 

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to 
maintain an appropriate amount of 
visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o  

A review of tourist accommodation 
policies in the plan will ensure that 
an appropriate amount of tourist 
accommodation is retained. 

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of 
visitor accommodation by facilitating an 
increase in occupancy and room rates o  

A plan will help attract more 
visitors, and help provide an 
amount of tourist accommodation 
that means providers can invest in 
their product 

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors 
continues to provide jobs for local 
people o  

A plan could increase the amount 
of tourists visiting the seafront, 
therefore providing more jobs for 
local people 

SLP-
SA7 

To increase the relevance of the 
seafront to local people 

o  

The provision of additional leisure 
and recreation facilities through a 
plan will increase use of the 
seafront by local people 

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible 
for all.  o  

A plan could help to increase 
accessibility to the seafront 

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people 
travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes o ? 

Increase use of the seafront due t 
a plan will mean more people 
travelling, but the number of 
people travelling by sustainable 
modes is unknown at this stage. 

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the 
seafront   

Both existing policies and a new 
plan could help to maintain the 
character of the seafront. 

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are 
not compromised, and that access for 
maintenance purposes is not prevented 

o  
Development on the seafront has 
the potential to impact on the sea 
defences. 

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of 
the seascape o ? 

The extent to which a plan could 
affect the seascape is unknown but 
not considered significant 

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of 
the seafront’s heritage assets   

Both existing policies and a new 
plan could help to protect heritage 
assets. 

 
Commentary on need for a Plan 

 
6.5 The ‘Do Nothing’ option was assessed by testing the existing adopted policies from 

the Eastbourne Borough Plan 2001-2011 (adopted 2003) and the Core Strategy Local 
Plan 2006-2027 (adopted 2013) against the SA Objectives.  The Borough Plan was 
adopted in September 2003, prior to the SEA Regulations, which came into force in 
2004 and therefore whilst a sustainability appraisal was undertaken of the Borough 
Plan the methodology applied at that time differs from that used within this appraisal. 
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6.6 The appraisal found that the existing policy framework does include overarching 
policies that would meet some of the SA Objectives, particularly those relating to the 
protection of biodiversity, landscape and the character of the seafront. However, it is 
not considered that the existing policies would enable any change or improvement to 
the seafront for the benefit of the town and local economy.  

 
6.7 It is recognised that in the absence of a Seafront Local Plan, some change to the 

seafront could occur, however it is unlikely that there would be any significant change 
that would have any large impacts on the number of people using the visiting the 
seafront, and therefore impacts on the local economy due to tourism expenditure.  

 
6.8 Preparing a Seafront Local Plan to deliver change on the seafront has a number of 

positive effects, but there is also the potential for negative effects on mainly 
environmental factors, such as impact on landscape, biodiversity and water quality, 
due to the potential additional development and the fact that more people will be 
using the area. 

 
6.9 When considered against a ‘do nothing’ scenario, it is considered that the preparation 

of a Seafront Local Plan would help to deliver significant improvements to the 
seafront that would have a significant overall effect on the town.  
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Appraisal of change in Character Areas 

 
6.10 The Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report divides the seafront into seven 

character areas, where there are similar character in terms of landscape, land use 
and activities. Some character areas have potential or be suitable for significant 
change, whereas other character areas might be better suited to minimal levels of 
change.  

 
6.11 Three options for change for each character area are presented. The SA considers the 

level of change in each character area and identifies the positive effects and negative 
effects of the different levels of change, specific to individual character areas.  

 
6.12 The following key has been used to appraisal the options for the character areas. 
 
 - Likely to have a strong positive effect  - Likely to have a positive effect  
o - Unlikely to have any effect   - Likely to have a negative effect  
 - Likely to have a strong negative effect  ? - Effect unclear/unknown 

  
Character Area 1: Holywell to Western Lawns 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.13 The Holywell to Western Lawns Character Area is a well established part of the 

seafront that hasn’t seen significant change for number of years. It is a generally a 
quiet area, mainly used for walking the promenade, and generally there are few 
opportunities for change that is in keeping with the existing character of the area.  

 
6.14 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Holywell to Western Lawns Character Area include: 

 New tourist accommodation 
 New food and drink facilities 
 More evening activity 

 
6.15 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2.  
 
Table 9 - Appraisal of Options for Holywell to Western Lawns Character Area 

Option   o ?   

Minimal Change 3 4 27 0 1 0 

Medium Change 0 8 20 0 7 0 

Significant Change 2 9 14 0 7 3 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.16 The SA for this option indicates that minimal change could have an overall small 

positive impact, medium change could have an overall neutral impact, whilst 
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significant change would have some positive impacts but more significant negative 
impacts.  

 
6.17 As the area is well established, anything more than minimal change may have a 

negative impact on the character area. This is backed up by the SA, which shows 
medium change having some negative impacts relating to conservation of the 
landscape, potential impacts on flooding, and impacts on the character area, and 
significant change having similar negative impacts but to a greater extent.  

 
6.18 Minimal change that retains similar activities as existing, but increases the amount of 

activity and people using the area has positive impact in terms of increasing health, 
protecting biodiversity and landscapes, and maintaining the character of the seafront. 
However there are some accessibility issues with this part of the seafront and this 
issue is unlikely to be addressed by minimal change.  

 
6.19 Medium change would involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, or an increase in the amount of evening activity.  This could have 
positive impacts in relation to the number of visitors and spend, and associated job 
creation, albeit on a small scale. It may also help to make this area more accessible 
and reduce fear of crime due to more lighting and evening activity reducing the 
amount of anti-social activity. However, there could be some small negative impacts 
of the character of the area and on landscape protection. 

 
6.20 Significant change would involve the provision of new activities and facilities that 

could have an impact on the types of activity that take place in the character area. 
This could include new buildings, the provision of facilities such as tourist 
accommodation, as well as additional food and drink and evening activities. This is 
likely to have positive impacts in terms of visitor spend, but significant change in this 
area may put people off visiting if they enjoy the peace and tranquillity of the existing 
area. There would also be negative impacts of the character of the area and on 
landscape protection. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.21 It is recommended that the most favoured option for this character area would be 

minimal change, due to the significant impacts that the other options could have on 
the character of the area. Medium change and Significant change options are less 
favoured, and it is considered that these options would require mitigation to protect 
biodiversity and landscape in the area.  

 
Character Area 2: Wish Tower and Devonshire Park 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.22 The Wish Tower and Devonshire Park character area is the main focus for the events 

that take place on the seafront. At other times, activity can be fairly limited, although 
it is one of the most used parts of the seafront due to proximity to the town centre. 
This area does provide some opportunities for change, and there are already plans 
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progressing to create a ‘cultural destination’ at Devonshire Park and a new 
permanent café/restaurant at the Wish Tower.  

 
6.23 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Wish Tower and Devonshire Park Character Area include: 

 New tourist accommodation 
 New children’s play facilities 
 New food and drink facilities 
 More evening activities 
 Additional beach huts 
 Facilities to enable better use of the beaches 
 New tourist attractions 

 
6.24 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2.  
 
Table 10 - Appraisal of Options for Wish Tower and Devonshire Park Character Area 

Option   o ?   

Minimal Change 3 5 27 0 0 0 

Medium Change 0 8 22 0 5 0 

Significant Change 2 11 15 0 6 1 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.25 The SA for this option indicates that minimal change and medium change could have 

an overall small positive impact, whilst significant change would have some negative 
impacts but more significant positive impacts.  

 
6.26 As this area is one of the most accessible parts of the seafront, some level of change 

in this area could have a much more significant impact than in less accessible areas. 
There are opportunities for change in this character area that deliver positive 
impacts, although negative effects relating to landscape and character of the area 
would require mitigation.  

 
6.27 Minimal change retains similar activities as existing, which is not considered to have 

any significant impact in terms of increasing the amount of visitors or spend. This 
option could have positive impacts in terms of increasing health, protecting 
biodiversity and landscapes, and maintaining the character of the seafront. It is not 
considered that there would be any negative impacts of minimal change.   

 
6.28 Medium change would involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, children’s play facilities and facilities to enable better use of the 

beaches.  This could have positive impacts in relation to the number of visitors and 
spend, and associated job creation, albeit on a small scale. However, there could be 
some small negative impacts of the character of the area and on landscape 
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protection, as well as the number of people travelling by car due to amble parking in 
the area. 

 
6.29 Significant change would involve the provision of new facilities and improvements 

that would significantly increase the amount of activity in the area. This could include 
new tourist accommodation and tourist facilities, as well as additional food and drink 
facilities, children’s play facilities, increased evening activity, facilities to enable better 
use of the beaches and additional beach huts. This is likely to have significant 
positive impacts in terms of visitor numbers and spend, job opportunities, and the 
relevance of the seafront to local people. However it is likely that there would be 
some negative impacts, particularly in relation to the character of the seafront but 
also landscape protection. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.30 It is considered that the positive impacts of medium change or significant change 

options would outweigh the negative impacts, particularly if mitigation measures 
were introduced. Minimal change would not bring about change that would 
particularly benefit the seafront in this area. Significant change would overall have 
the most positive impact, and therefore this option is favoured along with medium 
change.  

 
Character Area 3: Wish Tower to Pier 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.31 The Wish Tower to the Pier character area is the most popular and well used section 

of the seafront. It is the iconic image of Eastbourne from a tourism perspective, with 
the Pier, Carpet Gardens and Bandstand backed by the seafront hotels. This area 
does provide some opportunities for change, although it is already a well established 
area with lots of activity. .  

 
6.32 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Wish Tower to Pier Character Area include: 

 New tourist accommodation 
 New food and drink facilities 
 More evening activities 
 Facilities to enable better use of the beaches 

 
6.33 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2.  
 
Table 11 - Appraisal of Options for Wish Tower to Pier Character Area 

Option   o ?   

Minimal Change 1 10 24 0 0 0 

Medium Change 0 9 20 0 6 0 

Significant Change 3 10 13 0 8 1 
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Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.34 The SA for this option indicates that all three options could have an overall positive 

impact, but the higher amounts of change have more negative impacts associated 
with them. 

 
6.35 This is the most central, accessible and well used parts of the seafront, so some 

change will have a much greater impact in this area than other less well used areas. 
Therefore change will have stronger positive impacts, but it will also have stronger 
negative impacts.  

 
6.36 Minimal change retains similar activities as existing, which is not considered to have 

any significant impact in terms of increasing the amount of visitors or spend. This 
option could have positive impacts in terms of protecting biodiversity and landscapes. 
It is considered that as this area is so iconic for Eastbourne, it is particularly sensitive 
to change, which means minimal change would have a significant positive benefit. It 
is not considered that there would be any negative impacts of minimal change.   

 
6.37 Medium change would involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, and facilities to enable better use of the beaches.  This could have 
positive impacts in relation to the number of visitors and spend, and associated job 
creation, albeit on a small scale. However, there could be some small negative 
impacts of the character of the area and on landscape protection, as well as the 
number of people travelling by car. 

 
6.38 Significant change would involve the provision of new facilities and improvements 

that would significantly increase the amount of activity in the area. This could include 
new tourist accommodation, additional food and drink facilities, increased evening 
activity, and facilities to enable better use of the beaches. This is likely to have 
significant positive impacts in terms of visitor numbers and spend and job 
opportunities. However it is considered that there would be a strong negative in 
terms of the character of the area as it is considered to be sensitive.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.39 As this area could be a sensitive area to change given its iconic status as the image 

of Eastbourne for many tourists, a significant change option is not favoured, and it is 
considered that the negatives would outweigh the benefits in this case. The positive 
elements of the other two options, particularly minimal change, means that these 
options are favoured.  

 
Character Area 4: Pier to Redoubt 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.40 The Pier to the Redoubt Character Area is mainly hard surfaced and used for walking 

along the seafront. It does include a row of seafront hotels, providing tourist 
accommodation where visitors would expect to find it. Due to the close proximity of 
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the road to the promenade, it is not considered that there are a large number of 
opportunities for change. 

 
6.41 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Pier to Redoubt Character Area include: 

 New tourist accommodation 
 New food and drink facilities 
 New children’s play facilities 
 Facilities to enable better use of the beaches 
 Water-based activities 
 New beach huts 
 New tourist attractions 

 
6.42 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2.  
 
Table 12 - Appraisal of Options for Pier toRedoubt Character Area 

Option   o ?   

Minimal Change 0 7 28 0 0 0 

Medium Change 0 7 22 0 6 0 

Significant Change 0 11 15 0 9 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.43 The SA for this option indicates that minimal change would have a similar benefit to 

medium change, although medium change would have more negative impacts, whilst 
significant change would have more positive and more negative impacts.  

 
6.44 Because of the fairly limited opportunities for change, the positive impacts of minimal 

and medium levels of change are not dissimilar. Minimal change would retain similar 
activities and facilities as existing, although it is considered to have positive benefits 
in relation to protecting the character of the area. As the promenade is also the sea 
wall, minimal change will ensure the protection of sea defences. It is not considered 
that there would be any negative impacts of minimal change.   

 
6.45 Medium change would involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, children’s play facilities and facilities to enable better use of the 

beaches.  This could have positive impacts in relation to the number of visitors, albeit 
on a small scale. There could be some small negative impacts of the character of the 
area and on landscape protection, as well as the number of people travelling by car. 
The seascape in this area could be considered to be particularly sensitive given the 
proximity of the hotels and clear views out to sea, so medium change in this area 
could have a negative effect on this. 

 
6.46 Significant change would involve the provision of new facilities and improvements, 

potentially including new tourist accommodation and tourist facilities, and facilities for 
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water-based activities as well as additional food and drink facilities, children’s play 

facilities, facilities to enable better use of the beaches and additional beach huts. This 
is likely to have significant positive impacts in terms of visitor numbers and spend, 
job opportunities, and the relevance of the seafront to local people. However it is 
likely that there would be some negative impacts, particularly in relation to the 
character of the seafront but also landscape protection and seascape given it is 
particularly sensitive in this location. In addition, as space is limited significant 
change in this area is likely to impact on the promenade, which is part of the sea 
defences. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.47 The favoured options in this location would be either minimal change or significant 

change depending on exactly what proposal can be brought forward. The main issue 
is a lack of space given the close proximity of the road and the promenade, but 
significant change could have an overall significant benefit to the seafront, 
particularly in terms of bringing people down the seafront from the Pier.  

 
Character Area 5: Redoubt to Sovereign Centre 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.48 The Redoubt to Sovereign Centre Character Area is the part of the seafront that has 

the most opportunity for change. It features a number of areas such as Fisherman’s 

Green, the Sovereign Centre and Princes Park where some change can make a big 
impact on the offer of the seafront.  

 
6.49 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Redoubt to Sovereign Centre Character Area include: 

 New tourist accommodation 
 New sports and recreation Facilities 
 New children’s play facilities 
 Additional evening activity 
 Provision for working beaches 
 New beach Huts 
 Water-based activities 
 Facilities to enable better use of the beaches 
 New community facilities 
 New tourist attractions 

 
6.50 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2.  
 
Table 13 - Appraisal of Options for Redoubt to Sovereign Centre Character Area 

Option   o ?   

Minimal Change 0 6 28 0 1 0 

Medium Change 1 9 20 0 5 0 
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Significant Change 3 10 14 0 8 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.51 The SA for this option indicates that the most benefit can come from significant 

change in this area. Whilst minimal change has only 1 negative, it will not deliver 
positives, whilst medium change does deliver some positives.  

 
6.52 As the area is underused and under utilised with ample opportunity for change, 

minimal change will no provide enough benefit to the seafront offer. Significant 
change does have more negative effects, but it is considered that these are far 
outweighed by the benefits.  

 
6.53 Minimal change retains similar activities as existing, but increases the amount of 

activity to a small extent. This has positive impact in terms of increasing health, 
protecting biodiversity and landscapes, and maintaining the character of the seafront. 
It is not considered that there would be any negative impacts of minimal change.   

 
6.54 Medium change would involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, sport and recreation facilities, children’s play facilities, and facilities to 
better enable the use of the beach.  This could have positive impacts in relation to 
the number of visitors and spend, and associated job creation, albeit on a small scale. 
It may also help to increase the relevance of the seafront to local people given that 
the area contains a number of community uses. However, there could be some small 
negative impacts of the character of the area and on landscape protection. 

 
6.55 Significant change would involve the provision of new activities and facilities that 

could have an impact on the types of activity that take place in the character area. 
This could include new tourist accommodation, tourist attractions, new community 
facilities, facilities for water-based activities, and provision for working beaches as 
well as additional food and drink facilities, sport and recreation facilities, children’s 

play facilities, and facilities to better enable the use of the beach. This is likely to 
have a significant positive impacts in terms of visitor numbers and spend, and the 
relevance of the area to local people. There could be some negative impacts of the 
character of the area and on landscape protection. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.56 As this area is underutilised and does not make a significant contribution to the 

seafront offer, there are opportunities for significant change that will enhance this 
area, both from a tourist and local community perspective. The benefits of significant 
change far outweigh the negatives in this area, and therefore significant change is 
the favoured option. Minimal change is not favoured because the area will continue to 
be underused and unattractive to visitors.   

 
Character Area 6: Sovereign Park to Langney Point 
 
Appraisal of Options 
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6.57 The Sovereign Park to Langney Point Character Area is the least used part of the 
Seafront. Although it features a good quality landscape and natural areas, there is 
little activity apart from walking. There is also a strong sense of openness and this 
could be particularly sensitive to change.  

 
6.58 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Sovereign Park to Langney Point Character Area include: 

 New food and drink facilities 
 New sports and recreation Facilities 
 New children’s play facilities 
 Additional evening activity 
 Provision for working beaches 
 New beach Huts 
 Water-based activities 
 Facilities to enable better use of the beaches 
 New community facilities 
 New tourist attractions 

 
6.59 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2.  
 
Table 14 - Appraisal of Options for Sovereign Park to Langney Point Character Area 

Option   o ?   

Minimal Change 1 4 28 0 0 0 

Medium Change 0 6 24 0 5 0 

Significant Change 0 9 16 0 9 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.60 The SA for this option indicates that minimal change would have some positive 

benefit and no negative benefits, medium change would have some positive and 
some negative, and significant change would have more positive but also more 
negative. 

 
6.61 There are limited opportunities for change given that a large part of the area is within 

a site protected for nature conservation. This is particularly why minimal change 
would have more positive impacts. Minimal change would retain similar activities and 
facilities as existing, and there would also be positive impacts in terms of the 
protection of landscape and seascape, which is sensitive in this area. It is not 
considered that there would be any negative impacts of minimal change.   

 
6.62 Medium change could involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, children’s play facilities, facilities to enable better use of the beaches 
and additional beach huts.  This could have positive impacts in relation to the number 
of visitors, albeit on a small scale. There could be some small negative impacts of the 
character of the area and on landscape protection, as well as the number of people 
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travelling by car. The seascape in this area could be considered to be particularly 
sensitive, so medium change in this area could have a negative effect on this. 

 
6.63 Significant change would involve the provision of new facilities and improvements, 

potentially including new tourist attractions, new community facilities, sports and 
recreation facilities and facilities for water-based activities as well as additional food 
and drink facilities, children’s play facilities, facilities to enable better use of the 

beaches and additional beach huts. This is likely to have significant positive impacts 
in terms of visitor numbers and spend, and the relevance of the seafront to local 
people. However it is likely that there would be some negative impacts, particularly in 
relation to the character of the seafront but also landscape protection and seascape 
given it is particularly sensitive in this location. Significant change may also impact 
upon the important shingle habitat in Sovereign Park. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.64 This area is underused, but is sensitive to change due to its openness and the 

presence of a rare natural habitat. It is considered that a medium change option 
would be most favoured, as this would also some change to attract more people to 
use the area, and the negative impacts of this can be minimised or mitigated. 
Significant change is less favoured as it could be considered to be a sensitive area.  

 
Character Area 7: Sovereign Harbour 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.65 The Sovereign Harbour character area consists of stretches of gently graded flint 

shingle beaches broken up by an artificial spit, which fronts the outer harbour and the 
lock gates. Sovereign Harbour spit and associated marina forms a distinctive and 
modified coastal landscape feature. Part of the character area (Site 1) has been 
identified as a residential development site. There are few other opportunities for 
change in the character area. 

 
6.67 The options for change in this character area are: a) minimal change; b) medium 

change; and c) significant change. The types of change that may be considered 
suitable in the Sovereign Harbour Character Area include: 

 New sports and recreation facilities 
 New children’s play facilities 
 New food and drink facilities 
 Additional evening activity 
 New Beach Huts 
 Water-based activities 

 
6.68 A full sustainability appraisal of the options for this character area can be found in 

Appendix 2. 
 
Table 15 - Appraisal of Options for Sovereign Harbour Character Area 

Option   o ?   
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Minimal Change 0 6 29 0 0 0 

Medium Change 0 3 29 0 3 0 

Significant Change 0 7 19 0 9 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.69 The SA for this option indicates that all three options could have some positive 

impacts, but the higher amounts of change have more negative impacts associated 
with them. The impacts here are less likely to involve tourism because the area is 
mainly used by local people and not visitors. 

 
6.70 Minimal change retains similar activities as existing, which whilst is not considered to 

have any significant impact in terms of increasing the amount of visitors or spend, it 
does  have positive impacts in terms of protecting biodiversity, landscapes and flood 
protection. It is not considered that there would be any negative impacts of minimal 
change.   

 
6.71 Medium change would involve the introduction of new activities and facilities, but still 

with a strong emphasis on existing activities. This could include additional food and 
drink facilities, children’s play facilities and facilities to enable better use of the 
beaches.  This could have positive impacts in relation to the relevance of the seafront 
to local people and accessibility to the seafront. However, there could be some small 
negative impacts of water quality and landscape protection, as well as the number of 
people travelling by car. 

 
6.72 Significant change would involve the provision of new facilities and improvements 

that would significantly increase the amount of activity in the area. This could include 
new sports and recreation facilities and water-based activities, as well as additional 
food and drink facilities, increased evening activity, children’s play facilities and 
facilities to enable better use of the beaches. This is likely to have some positive 
impacts in terms of visitor numbers, as well as positive impacts in relation to the 
relevance of the seafront to local people and accessibility to the seafront. However it 
is considered that there would be a strong negative in terms of protecting the 
landscape and seascape, and protection of heritage assets in the form of the Martello 
Towers. 

 
Recommendations 

 

6.73 Despite the fact that there is relatively little activity in this character area, the 
minimal change option is favoured because it is considered that medium change and 
significant change would bring about more negative impacts that are not outweighed 
by the few positive impacts. 
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Appraisal of the Policy Themes and Options 

 
6.74 The Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report identifies a series of policy themes 

that apply along the length of the seafront. These policy themes where identified 
following engagement with stakeholders and a review of evidence.  

 
6.75 Each policy theme has a series of options associated with it. These options provide 

different strategic directions for the future development of and change to the 
seafront. The SA considers each option and identifies the positive effects and 
negative effects, including areas where mitigation may be required.  

 
6.76 The following key has been used to appraisal the options for the policy themes. 
 
 - Likely to have a strong positive effect  - Likely to have a positive effect  
o - Unlikely to have any effect   - Likely to have a negative effect  
 - Likely to have a strong negative effect  ? - Effect unclear/unknown 

 
Tourist Accommodation 

 
Retention of Tourist Accommodation 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.77 It is important that Eastbourne retains a critical mass of accommodation to keep the 

town seriously in the frame as a tourist destination. The existing policy from the 
Borough Plan (Policies TO1 and TO2) designated an area know as the Tourist 
Accommodation Area, within which the loss of tourist accommodation is restricted 
unless it can be proved that the tourist accommodation is unviable.  

 
6.78 This policy is being reviewed as part of the Seafront Local Plan, and four options have 

been proposed using evidence from the Tourist Accommodation Study (2015). The 
options for the retention of tourist accommodation are: 

 Option 1 – Continue existing policy position 
 Option 2 – Remove Tourist Accommodation Area designation 
 Option 3 – Reduce Tourist Accommodation Area designation 
 Option 4 – Designate Primary and Secondary Tourist Accommodation Areas 

 
Table 16 - Appraisal of Options for Retention of Tourist Accommodation 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Continue existing policy position 0 2 27 0 6 0 

Option 2 – Remove Tourist Accommodation Area 
designation 

2 0 24 0 4 5 

Option 3 – Reduce Tourist Accommodation Area 
designation 

0 6 27 0 2 0 

Option 4 – Designate Primary and Secondary Tourist 
Accommodation Areas 

0 7 26 0 2 0 
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Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.79 The SA indicates that two of the four options would be more sustainable than the 

two. Option 1 has few positive effects but some negative effects, whilst Option 2 
would have more positive impacts, but significantly more negative impacts. Options 3 
and 4 would have an overall positive impact.  

 
6.80 Option 1 involves a continuation of the existing policy. The current boundary means 

that a large amount of lower quality and unneeded accommodation is protected, 
resulting in an oversupply of rooms. It also may not be flexible enough to respond to 
changing consumer and market trends. The positive effects of this policy relate to the 
protection of the character of the seafront and the protection of heritage assets as 
buildings currently used as tourist accommodation would remain in that use. 
However, this option will not ensure that an appropriate amount of accommodation is 
retained because there would continue to be an oversupply, and it would not facilitate 
an increase in the quality of accommodation. There are also negative effects relating 
to jobs opportunities in tourism. 

 
6.81 Option 2 involves the removal of the tourist accommodation area, meaning any 

tourist accommodation can be lost anywhere at any time. The positive effects of this 
option relate to the provision of housing on previously developed land. The most 
likely replacement use for tourist accommodation is residential, and removing 
restrictions on change of use could increase the housing supply. However, there are a 
number of negative impacts of this option from a tourism point of view. This option 
could theoretically result in too little visitor accommodation to cope with the people 
wanting to visit, which will reduce visitor numbers and visitor spend. It will also not 
encourage accommodation providers to invest in their properties, and will have a 
indirect effect on the number of people employed in the tourism industry. It would 
also have a negative effect on the character of the seafront as the seafront hotels 
could change use to residential. 

 
6.82 Option 3 involves a reduction in the size of the tourist accommodation area, but a 

policy of restricting loss of tourist accommodation in this area would still apply. This 
option could increase the supply of housing where tourist accommodation outside of 
the reduced area is allowed to change use, but will protect accommodation in the 
most prominent areas, ensuring that an appropriate supply is maintained. A slight 
reduction in the number of rooms will mean that the remaining accommodation will 
experience higher occupancy, resulting in higher rooms rates which will encourage 
investment in the quality of accommodation. In terms of negative effects, it could still 
result in a loss of accommodation, which would slightly reduce the number of visitors, 
particularly at peak times. 

 
6.83 Option 4 involves the implementation of a two-stage tourist accommodation whereby 

the criteria to allow change of use is eased in the secondary area although evidence 
of viability is still required, whilst the primary area continues to have significant 
protection against change of use. The positives associated with this option include 
flexibility to ensure an appropriate amount of tourist accommodation is retained, a 
potential reduction in supply meaning occupancy and room rates of the remaining 
accommodation can be improved, and a slight increase in the supply of housing. The 
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negative effects relate to the loss of accommodation, which would slightly reduce the 
number of visitors, particularly at peak times. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.84 It is considered that Options 3 and 4 are the most sustainable of the four options. 

Options 1 and 2 are least favoured mainly because Option 1 would not provide 
opportunity for any increase in quality of accommodation and Option 2 could result in 
not enough accommodation being provided. Options 3 and 4 are the favoured options 
because they would allow a slight reduction of accommodation resulting in higher 
occupancy and room rates, and therefore quality of accommodation, whilst still 
providing enough protection to ensure that an appropriate amount of tourist 
accommodation is retained. 

 
New Tourist Accommodation 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.85 The development of new accommodation supply is valuable in order to diversify and 

appeal to new sources of demand, and to help upgrade the supply of tourist 
accommodation in order to meet future market needs. In order to ensure that new 
tourist accommodation can come forward when the market conditions are right, there 
are two options for the principle of how additional accommodation should be 
provided.  The options for new tourist accommodation are: 

 Option 1 – Allocate sites for new tourist accommodation 
 Option 2 – Criteria-based policies for new tourist accommodation 

 
Table 17 - Appraisal of Options for New Tourist Accommodation 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Allocate sites for new tourist 
accommodation 

0 6 27 0 2 0 

Option 2 – Criteria-based policies for new tourist 
accommodation 

0 5 30 0 1 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.86 The SA indicates that both options have similar overall positive impacts, although 

both positive and negative impacts are stronger for Option 1.  
 
6.87 Option 1 involves the allocation of specific sites for new tourist accommodation. This 

option has positive impacts in relation to providing job opportunities; ensuring 
development is masterplanned, and increasing the length of the tourist season and 
number of visitors due to the potential to develop new and different accommodation 
that will diversify the supply, as well as ensuring an appropriate amount of visitor 
accommodation. The negative impacts relate to the character of the seafront and the 
impact on the townscape, which might be affected by development in new locations. 
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6.88 Option 2 would allow new tourist accommodation in any area, subject to criteria 
being met. This option has positive impacts in relation to the use of previously 
developed land, creating jobs, protecting the character of the seafront and protecting 
heritage assets through re-use of historic buildings, as well as ensuring an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation. However the negative impact would 
relate to the potential use of buildings or sites for tourist accommodation that could 
have been used for residential.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.89 Both options have an overall positive impacts and therefore both options are 

favoured.  
 
Leisure and Recreation Facilities 

 
Sports and Recreation Facilities 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.90 The seafront environment lends itself well to sports and recreation, and this is an 

important part of the overall offer. These types of activity can be a tourist attraction 
but are particularly important for local people who want to exercise and enjoy 
spending time in the attractive seafront environment. There are four options for how 
additional sports and recreation facilities should be provided and what form that 
provision should take. These are: 

 Option 1 – No new sport/ recreation facilities 
 Option 2 – Create a single sport/ recreation hub for all sports/ recreation 
 Option 3 – Create ‘hubs’ for different types of sport/recreation 
 Option 4 – Distribute all sport/recreation facilities along Seafront 

 
Table 18 - Appraisal of Options for Sports and Recreation Facilities 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – No new sport/ recreation facilities 0 1 31 0 3 0 

Option 2 – Create a single sport/ recreation hub for 
all sports/ recreation 

1 10 23 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Create ‘hubs’ for different types of 

sport/recreation 

0 11 23 0 1 0 

Option 4 – Distribute all sport/recreation facilities 
along Seafront 

2 5 24 0 4 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.91 Option 1 involves providing no new sports and recreation facilities. This option only 

has one positive effect relating to the protection of biodiversity. However there are 
three negative options relating to health and accessibility.  
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6.92 Option 2 involves the creation of one single area for all sports/recreation to be based. 
This has particularly positive effects relating to efficiency of land use, and other 
positives effects such as improving health, reducing crime, making recreation 
accessible, increasing the tourist season, and increasing the relevance of the seafront 
to local people. The negative impacts could be that more people traveling to a single 
location could cause congestion. 

 
6.93 Option 3 involves the creation of a number of hubs, one for each type of 

sport/recreation. This has positive impacts relating to efficiency of land use, 
improving health, reducing crime, making recreation accessible, increasing the tourist 
season, and increasing the relevance of the seafront to local people. The negative 
impacts could be that more people traveling to a single location could cause 
congestion. 

 
6.94 Option 4 would distribute new sports and recreation facilities along the seafront 

rather than concentrating them in a particular location. This would have positive 
benefits in relation to making recreation more accessible, and also improving health, 
reducing crime, and increasing the relevance of the seafront to local people. 
However, the negative effects would be relating to the character of the seafront, less 
opportunity for travel by sustainable modes, and potential effect on landscapes and 
biodiversity. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.95 Option 1 would not have any particularly sustainability benefit and would not improve 

the offer of the seafront, so this option is less favoured. Options 2 and 3 have 
particular sustainability benefits, although travel impacts may require mitigation. 
Option 4 also has some sustainability benefits, although again mitigation would be 
required. Options 2 and 3 are most favoured, although Option 4 is favoured to a 
slightly lesser extent. 

 
Children’s Play Facilities 
 
6.96 Providing play areas for children is important for attracting families with children to 

the town, who are currently under-represented in the market, but also for the local 
community as they provide an essential local facility and can attract more people to 
use the seafront. There are four options for how additional children’s play areas 
should be provided, and what form that provision should take. These are: 

 Option 1 – No new children’s play facilities 
 Option 2 – Concentrate additional play areas in single location 
 Option 3 – Create a number of small play areas 
 Option 4 – Distribute play equipment along the length of the seafront 

 
Appraisal of Options 

 
Table 19 - Appraisal of Options for Children’s Play Facilities 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – No new children’s play facilities 0 2 30 0 3 0 
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Option 2 – Concentrate additional play areas in single 
location 

0 5 29 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Create a number of small play areas 0 6 27 0 2 0 

Option 4 – Distribute play equipment along the 
length of the seafront 

1 5 27 0 2 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.97 Option 1 involves no new provision of children’s play facilities. This overall has an 

overall negative impact, although the impact is not a strong one. The positive effects 
of this option would be the protection of landscape and the character of the seafront. 
However, there would be negative effects associated with not improving health, not 
increasing the relevance to the seafront and not making the seafront more 
accessible. 

 
6.98 Option 2 involves the creation of one single large play area in one location. This 

would have an overall positive impact, particularly in relation to the relevance of the 
seafront for local people, reducing crime, increasing health, and also protecting 
biodiversity as it involves only one site. The negative impact is in relation to more 
people traveling to a single location could cause congestion. 

 
6.99 Option 3 involves the creation of a number of small play areas along the seafront. 

This would have an overall positive impact, with strong effects that Option 3. The 
positive impacts would be in relation to the relevance of the seafront for local people, 
reducing crime, increasing health, and making the seafront more accessible. The 
negative impacts relate to more sites having an impact on biodiversity and affecting 
the character of the seafront. 

 
6.100 Option 4 involves the distribution of play equipment along the seafront, rather than 

the creation of specific play areas. This option has very similar impacts to Option 3, 
although it is considered that it has a strong benefit in making the seafront more 
accessible.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.101 Option 1 does not have an overall positive impact and therefore this option is not 

favoured. The other three options all have an overall positive impact and therefore 
these options are favoured, although it is recognised that mitigation may be required 
for Options 3 and 4. 

 
Accessibility 

 
Linkages with Town Centre and Devonshire Park 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.102 Linkages between the seafront and the Town Centre and Devonshire Park need to be 

improved. Encouraging people to visit the Town Centre and the seafront in the same 
trip would be beneficial for both areas. In addition, the majority of the town’s 
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theatres are located around Devonshire Park, and providing more consistent links 
between the seafront and Devonshire Park may encourage seafront visitors to go to a 
show at the Theatres. Better linkages will help visitors understand where they are 
and where they need to go in this part of the town, which will improve their overall 
experience of the town. There are four options to help improve linkage between the 
seafront and the town centre and Devonshire Park. These are: 

 Option 1 – Increased signposting / way finding 
 Option 2 – Investigate pedestrianisation of seafront end of Terminus Road and/ or 

Wilmington Square 
 Option 3 – Create landmark at end of Terminus Road 
 Option 4 – Consistency in public realm between Seafront and Town Centre/ 

Devonshire Park 
 
Table 20 - Appraisal of Options for Linkages with the Town Centre and Devonshire Park 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Increased signposting / way finding 0 7 28 0 0 0 

Option 2 – Investigate pedestrianisation of seafront 
end of Terminus Road and/ or Wilmington Square 

0 8 27 0 0 0 

Option 3 – Create landmark at end of Terminus Road 0 5 29 0 1 0 

Option 4 – Consistency in public realm between 
Seafront and Town Centre/ Devonshire Park 

0 8 27 0 0 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.103 There are very few negative impacts associated with any of these options, and all are 

generally beneficial.  
 
6.104 Option 1 involves the provision of additional signposting and way finding to direct 

people to different areas. This option has no negative impacts, and positive impacts 
relating to accessibility, increasing the relevance of the seafront, and increasing 
visitor spend by linking attractions.  

 
6.105 Option 2 involves the potential pedestrianisation of Terminus Road and/or Wilmington 

Square to encourage people to walk between destinations. Again, there are no 
negative impacts, and positive impacts relating to accessibility, increasing the 
relevance of the seafront, and increasing visitor spend by linking attractions.  

 
6.106 Option 3 involves the creation of a landmark at the end of Terminus Road to direct 

people from the town centre to the seafront. This may have a negative impact on the 
character of the seafront, however it would have positive impacts in relation to 
accessibility, increasing the relevance of the seafront, and increasing visitor spend by 
linking attractions. 

 
6.107 Option 4 involves the creation of a consistent public realm so visitors do not feel like 

they are in a different area. Again, there are no negative impacts and positive 
impacts relate to accessibility, increasing the relevance of the seafront, and 
increasing visitor spend by linking attractions. 
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Recommendations 

 
6.108 All four options have overall positive impacts and therefore all options are favoured 

and considered acceptable.  
 
Linkages along the Seafront 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.109 Improved linkages along the seafront, particularly between different areas of the 

seafront, will help to draw people along the seafront into areas that they may not 
have previously thought of using. This may mean that they discover something on 
the seafront that they might not have previously known was there. In addition, there 
are some areas that people are not keen on using for different accessibility reasons. 
There are three options for increasing linkages and accessibility on the seafront. 
These are: 

 Option 1 – Sculpture Trail / Arts Trail / Nature Trail 
 Option 2 – Additional ramps / disabled access 
 Option 3 – Additional lighting 

 
Table 21 - Appraisal of Options for Linkages along the Seafront 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Sculpture Trail / Arts Trail / Nature Trail 0 5 30 0 0 0 

Option 2 – Additional ramps / disabled access 2 4 28 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Additional lighting 0 5 30 0 0 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.110 All three options have an overall positive impacts, and two of the four options have 

no negative impacts at all. 
 
6.111 Option 1 involves the creation of a themed trail that stretches across different parts 

of the seafront, encouraging people to travel along the seafront. This would have 
positive effects in relation to health of the population, accessibility, relevance of the 
seafront and character of the seafront.  

 
6.112 Option 2 involves the provision of additional ramps and other forms of disabled 

access to allow all people to access the seafront. This option has strong positive 
impacts in terms of accessibility and relevance of the seafront to local people, and 
other benefits related to health and potentially increasing the number of people 
visiting the town, such as people with mobility problems. The only negative impacts 
could be that the additional ramps and accesses could affect the character of the 
seafront, however this could be mitigated by goo design. 

 
6.113 Option 3 involves the provision of additional lighting, particularly in areas of the 

seafront where there is a deficiency, meaning the people do not use the area after 
dark. This option would have positive impacts in relation  to reduction in crime, 
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accessibility, relevance of the seafront to local people and character of the seafront, 
and there would be no identified negative impacts.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.114 All three options are favoured. Option 2 would be particularly beneficial in the event 

that mitigation measures could be put in place to prevent harm to the character of 
the seafront.   

 
Gateway to South Downs National Park 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.115 Eastbourne is at the foot of the South Downs, and the close proximity of the seafront 

to the South Downs Way means that it is a gateway to the South Downs National 
Park. Improved linkages and accessibility between the seafront and the South Downs 
National Park will improve the visitor experience and help bring visitors to the town. 
There are two options for improving the links to the South Downs National Park. 
These are: 

 Option 1 – Comprehensive redesign of the area at foot of Downs 
 Option 2 – Create improved access from Holywell end of seafront to Dukes Drive 

 
Table 22 - Appraisal of Options for the Gateway to the South Downs National Park 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Comprehensive redesign of the area at 
foot of Downs 

0 8 27 0 0 0 

Option 2 – Create improved access from Holywell end 
of seafront to Dukes Drive 

1 6 27 0 1 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.116 Option 1 would involve redesigning the area of Dukes Drive at the foot of the Downs 

to make it better integrate with the seafront. This option would not have an negative 
impacts, and positive impacts relating to increasing the length of the tourist season 
and the number of people visiting as they could better link trips to the South Downs, 
and also accessibility, relevance of the seafront, character and travel by non-car 
modes. 

 
6.117 Option 2 would involve improved access from the promenade at Holywell to the foot 

of the Downs via some form of physical link. This option would have a strong positive 
impact in relation to accessibility, and other positive impacts in terms of the length of 
the tourist season, the number of people visiting, relevance of the seafront, and 
travel by non-car modes. However, this option may adversely impact the character of 
the seafront, which is a negative impact, 

 
Recommendations 
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6.118 Both options have an overall positive sustainability benefit, and therefore both 
options are favoured.  

 
Commercial Uses 

 
Food and drink facilities 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.119 The Seafront Survey conducted in 2014 indicated that a significant number of 

seafront users would like to see improved food and drink facilities on the seafront. 
Such food and drink facilities could be provided in a number of different ways, 
catering for the needs of different people. There are four options for how additional 
food and drink facilities could be provided. These are:  

 Option 1 – No new additional food and drink facilities 
 Option 2 – Provision of additional kiosks 
 Option 3 – Provision of new cafés 
 Option 4 – Provision of new restaurants 

 
Table 23 - Appraisal of Options for Food and Drink Facilities 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – No new additional food and drink facilities 0 2 31 0 2 0 

Option 2 – Provision of additional kiosks 0 6 29 0 0 0 

Option 3 – Provision of new cafés 1 5 26 0 3 0 

Option 4 – Provision of new restaurants 2 5 25 0 3 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.120 Option 1 would involve no provision of additional food and drink facilities. This would 

have minor positive impacts in relation to conversing landscape and character of the 
seafront, but there would be negative impacts in relation to increasing spend of 
visitors and relevance of the seafront to local people. Overall, it would not have much 
effect.  

 
6.121 Option 2 would involve the provision of additional kiosks. This option would have 

positive impacts on jobs in tourism and visitor spend, although the impact would be 
limited. It would also maintain the character of the seafront and not have adverse 
effects on biodiversity and landscape.  

 
6.122 Option 3 involves the provision of new cafés, such as the ones in the seafront 

shelters between the Wish Tower and the Pier. This option would have a strong 
positive impact on jobs for local people, and other positive effects include increasing 
visitor numbers and spend, and increasing relevance of the seafront. There would be 
some minor negative impacts relating to maintaining the character of the seafront, 
but also it might result in more people travelling to the seafront by car to visit the 
cafés. 
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6.123 Option 3 involves the provision of new restaurants to provide food and drink facilities. 
Such facilities would provide a wider and more advanced services, and therefore 
there are stronger positive impacts in relation to jobs, but also  increasing visitor 
numbers and spend, and increasing relevance of the seafront. Similar to Option 3, 
there would be some minor negative impacts relating to maintaining the character of 
the seafront, but also it might result in more people travelling to the seafront by car 
to visit the cafés. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.124 Options 3 and 4 have the strong positive impacts, although they also have the most 

negative impacts. However it is considered that the positive impacts, particularly in 
terms of jobs and visitor spend, heavily outweigh the relatively minor negative 
impacts, which could be mitigated. Therefore, Options 3 and 4 are the favoured 
options.  

 
Evening activity 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.125 Currently, there is relatively little activity on the seafront during the evening and 

night-times and there may be potential to increase activity into the evening to 
provide a different type of offer for people using the seafront. It is recognised that 
there are a number of people living close to the seafront, and also a number of visitor 
accommodation establishments that would not welcome undue disturbance during the 
night-time. However, there may be possibilities to provide evening activities without 
creating a disturbance. There are two options for evening activity: 

 Option 1 – Increase evening activities through provision of additional facilities 
 Option 2 – Restrict evening activities 

 
Table 24 - Appraisal of Options for Evening Activity 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Increase evening activities through 
provision of additional facilities 

0 5 27 0 3 0 

Option 2 – Restrict evening activities 0 3 30 0 2 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.126 Option 1 involves provision facilities that will increase the amount of activity that 

carries on into the evening. This option has positive sustainability benefits in relation 
to jobs, visitors, spend and relevance of the seafront to local people, however there 
could be a negative impact in relation to crime, especially if evening activities involve 
alcohol.  

 
6.127 Option 2 would restrict activities that take place in the evening. This option would 

have a positive impact on crime, the character of the seafront, and also on visitor 
accommodation as this is less likely to be disturbed. However it will have negative 
impacts in relation to the number of visitors and the visitor spend. 
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Recommendations 

 
6.128 Neither option has any overriding negative impacts, and it is likely that the negative 

impacts relating to increased evening activity could be mitigated. Neither option is 
particularly favoured in this instance.  

 
Working seafront 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.129 The working beaches are a traditional feature of the seafront and an important part 

of the seafront economy. However, they can be relatively unattractive and adversely 
affect the feel and setting of a particular area, and therefore restrict the use of that 
part of the seafront. The ‘working seafront’ is mainly focused around Fisherman’s 

Green. There are a number of winch houses and other equipment on the beaches 
between the Sovereign Centre and Langney Point. There are two options for the 
working beaches: 

 Option 1 – Concentrate working beaches into single area 
 Option 2 – Allow distribution of working beaches 

 
Table 25 - Appraisal of Options for the Working Seafront 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Concentrate working beaches into single 
area 

0 5 29 0 1 0 

Option 2 – Allow distribution of working beaches 0 4 28 0 3 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.130 Option 1 involves concentrating all of the working beaches and associated equipment 

into one single area. This would have positive impacts in relation to reducing the 
amount of area that is potential affect in terms of biodiversity and landscape, 
ensuring jobs are provided by the working beaches, and also reducing the impact on 
the character of the seafront. However, it may have a negative effect in terms of the 
impact on the coastal defences with all the necessary equipment in one place. 

 
6.131 Option 2 involves distributing the working beaches and associated equipment along 

the seafront into appropriate areas. This may have positive impacts in terms of 
providing jobs, increasing the relevance of the seafront and not putting too much 
pressure on the sea defences in one location, however it does have negative impacts 
relating to a wider effect on landscape and biodiversity, and also the character of the 
seafront.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.132 Neither option has significant negative impacts associated with it; however Option 1 

would be favoured because it has a more significant positive impact.  
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Renewable Energy 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.133 It is generally recognised that there needs to be greater provision of our energy 

needs from renewable sources, and the seafront has the potential to make a 
contribution to the renewable supply. There are three options relating to what extent 
the seafront could accommodate renewable energy generation. These are: 

 Option 1 – Do not allow renewable energy generation on the Seafront 
 Option 2 – Encourage small-scale micro-generation 
 Option 3 – Encourage larger scale renewable energy generation 

 
Table 26 - Appraisal of Options for Renewable Energy Generation 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Do not allow renewable energy generation 
on the Seafront 

0 4 29 0 0 2 

Option 2 – Encourage small-scale micro-generation 0 2 32 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Encourage larger scale renewable energy 
generation 

2 0 29 0 4 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.134 Option 1 involves restricting the provision of renewable energy generation on the 

seafront. This option has strong negative impacts in terms of adaptation to climate 
change and reducing the use of non-renewable forms of energy. It does have some 
positive impacts in relation to conserving landscape, seascape, biodiversity and 
character of the seafront.  

 
6.135 Option 2 involves encouraging small-scale micro generation of renewable energy. 

This option would have positive impacts in relation to climate change and reduction of 
non-renewable forms of energy, but potentially a negative impact on the character of 
the seafront. 

 
6.136 Option 3 would involve the provision of larger scale renewable energy generation. 

This would have strong positive impacts in relation to climate change and reduction of 
non-renewable forms of energy. However there would be more associated negative 
potential  impacts on landscape, seascape, biodiversity and character of the seafront. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.137 Although Option 3 has very strong positive impacts, it does also have the most 

negative impacts. However, these could be mitigated. Option 2 is generally positive, 
whilst Option 1 has some positives but strong negative impacts. No option is favoured 
over the others, and public consultation and other considerations will need to 
determine whether protection of the character and landscape of the seafront is more 
important than the provision of renewable energy.  

 
Seafront Activities 
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Location of Seafront Activities 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.138 Currently there is no structured zoning or sectioning for the seafront for different 

activities. Providing particular locations where activities take place will help people 
better understand the seafront and may also mean that areas that are currently 
under-utilised will be better used. It could also prevent conflicts between different 
activities that may not be compatible. There are two options for the location of 
seafront activities: 

 Option 1 – Sectioning the seafront for different activities 
 Option 2 – Do not section seafront 

 
Table 27 - Appraisal of Options for the Location of Seafront Activities 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Sectioning the seafront for different 
activities 

0 5 29 0 1 0 

Option 2 – Do not section seafront 0 3 31 0 1 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.139 Option 1 involves the sectioning or zoning of the seafront for different activities. This 

option would have positive effects in relation making the seafront relevant to all and 
maintain the quality of the seascape. However it may restrict access for people to 
certain parts of the seafront, meaning that they can’t use their favoured area.  

 
6.140 Option 2 involves not sectioning the seafront so that activities can take place 

anywhere. This option would have positive impacts relating to ensuring that all of the 
seafront is accessible and increasing the relevance of the seafront, however there 
could be a negative impact on the seascape with different activities mixing all over 
the seafront.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.141 Both options have overall positive impacts and negative impacts could be mitigated, 

and therefore neither option is favoured over the other.  
 
Beach Huts 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.142 Beach huts are a standard feature of British seaside beach resorts and are normally 

located on or next to the beach. The beach huts provide facilities associated with the 
use of the beach and seafront and increase usage of the beaches that they are 
adjacent to. This complements the cafés and stalls along the beach front to the 
benefit of the vitality of the seafront. However, in some cases they can obscure views 



Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report – Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report June 2015 

 

- 58 - 

of the sea from the promenade and have a detrimental effect on the setting of the 
seafront. There are two options relating to the provision of beach huts: 

 Option 1 – Restrict additional beach huts 
 Option 2 – Allow additional beach huts 

 
Table 28 - Appraisal of Options for Beach Huts 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Restrict additional beach huts 0 2 33 0 0 0 

Option 2 – Allow additional beach huts 1 4 27 0 3 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.143 Option 1 involves restricting the provision of additional beach huts. This option has 

positive effects relating to the character of the seafront and ensuring that the coastal 
defences are not compromised in anyway.  

 
6.144 Option 2 allows the provision of additional beach huts. This option has strong positive 

effects in terms of the relevance of the seafront to local people, who are most likely 
to hire the beach huts. The increase in number of people using the beaches due to 
the beach hut would result in positives relating to the amount spent on the seafront, 
number of jobs, and the length of the tourist season. However there could be 
negative impacts relating to the characer of the seafront, the effect on the coastal 
defences and on the seascape. It is expected that these negative impacts could be 
mitigated.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.145 Neither option has any significant negative impacts that cannot be mitigated, but 

Option 2 has stronger positive impacts. Therefore Option 2 is favoured.  
 
Water-based activities 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.146 The seafront is the ideal place for water-based activities to take place, and the 

popularity of facilities such as Spray Watersports opposite Fort Fun shows that there 
is demand if the right sorts of facilities are provided. However, there is the potential 
that water sports can conflict with other users of the seafront, especially those on the 
beach or swimming. There are two options for water-based activities: 

 Option 1 – Restrict additional water based activities 
 Option 2 – Allow additional water based activities 

 
Table 29 - Appraisal of Options for Water-based Activities 

 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Restrict additional water based activities 0 4 30 0 1 0 
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Option 2 – Allow additional water based activities 2 5 22 0 6 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.147 Option 1 would involve restricting additional water based activities. The positive 

effects of this option would be protection of biodiversity and the marine environment, 
maintain the character of the seafront and the seascape and ensuring that the 
seafront is accessible. The main negative effect would be on health of the population 
as a form of exercise would be restricted. 

 
6.148 Option 2 would involve allowing additional water based activities. This option has 

strong positive impacts on the relevance of the seafront to local people and also the 
length of the tourist season, and other positive effects on the number of visitors, 
spend and health of the population. However there could be negative impacts in 
relation to biodiversity, water quality, character of the seafront and seascape.   

 
Recommendations 

 
6.149 Option 2 has significant positive implications, and the negative effects could be 

mitigated. Option 1 would not bring about as much positive effects, and therefore 
Option 2 is favoured.  

 
Use of the beach 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.150 The beach is a significant part of the attraction of the seafront. Eastbourne’s beaches 

are made up of shingle, and therefore cannot have the same attraction as other 
beaches around the country that are sandy. However, this does not mean that they 
cannot be an attraction, and facilities could be provided as part of the beach to 
enhance their appeal. However, the beaches are important as a sea defence so any 
new facility would need to ensure that these defences are not compromised. There 
are two options for the use of the beaches: 

 Option 1 – Provide additional facilities to increase use of beaches 
 Option 2 – No new additional facilities to beaches 

 
Table 30 - Appraisal of Options for the Use of the Beach 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Provide additional facilities to increase use 
of beaches 

2 6 22 0 5 0 

Option 2 – No new additional facilities to beaches 0 5 29 0 1 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.151 Option 1 involves the provision of additional facilities on the beaches to help increase 

their usage. This has strong positive effects in relation to the number of visitors and 
the relevance of the seafront for local people, and other positive impacts relating to 
an accessible seafront, jobs for local people and more visitor spend.  The negative 
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impacts of this option would be a potential adverse impact on biodiversity, landscape, 
water quality, character of the seafront and seascape, however mitigation could help 
reduce these impacts. 

 
6.152 Option 2 involves not allowing additional facilities on the beaches. This would have 

positive impacts in relation to maintaining the character of the seafront, seascape 
and sea defences, as well as protecting biodiversity and no impact on water quality. 
However, there would be negative impacts in terms of accessibility to the seafront. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.153 It is considered that the positive impacts of Option 1 far outweigh the negative 

impacts, and that these negative impacts can be mitigated. The slight positives for 
Option 2 are not significant enough for this option to be favoured, and therefore the 
favoured option is Option 1.  

 
Natural Environment 

 
Landscape 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.154 The landscape is a very important element of the seafront and helps to give the 

seafront a unique feel. It is particularly impressive around the western end of the 
seafront where it links into the South Downs National Park. The Seafront Local Plan 
could consider how much protection should be given to the landscape, and whether 
or not seafront related development would be acceptable within areas of highest 
sensitivity. There are two options for the landscape: 

 Option 1 – Restrict development in areas of highest landscape sensitivity 
 Option 2 – Adopt a criteria-based policy that ensures conversation of landscape 

 
Table 31 - Appraisal of Options for Landscape 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Restrict development in areas of highest 
landscape sensitivity 

3 0 28 1 3 0 

Option 2 – Adopt a criteria-based policy that ensures 
conversation of landscape 

0 5 28 2 0 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.155 Option 1 involves the restriction of development in areas of highest landscape 

sensitivity. As significant parts of the landscape around the seafront, particularly at 
the western end, would be considered to be sensitive, this could prevent 
development coming forward that would enhance the tourism industry. Therefore, 
this option has strong positive effects in relation to protecting the landscape and the 
character of the seafront, however there are negative impacts relating to potentially 
restricting the length of the tourist season and the number of visitors.  
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6.156 Option 2 would aim to protect the landscape, but would allow development to come 
forward if certain criteria were met. This means that the approach is more flexible 
and there is a better change of development that would enhance the offer on the 
seafront. This option has positive effects in relation to the length of the tourist season 
and the number of visitor, and at the same time it would help maintain the character 
of the seafront and conserve the landscape.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.157 Option 1 has strong positive impacts in relation to conserving landscape, but Option 2 

has a wider range of positive effects. Neither option has any particularly significant 
negative impacts. Option 2 is slightly favoured because it provides a more flexible 
approach.  

 
Nature Designations 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.158 The seafront is home to many different types of flora and fauna, many of which are 

only found in seaside environments. It is important that these natural habitats are 
protected but a balance must also be struck between protection and change that will 
be beneficial to the seafront overall. There are two options to consider the 
appropriate level of protection to be given to new and existing areas with nature 
conservation potential. These are: 

 Option 1 – Review and identify additional areas with nature conservation interest 
 Option 2 – Allow minor changes to existing locally designated sites where 

replacement habitat is made 
 
Table 32 - Appraisal of Options for Nature Designations 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Review and identify additional areas with 
nature conservation interest 

2 0 31 0 2 0 

Option 2 – Allow minor changes to existing locally 
designated sites where replacement habitat is made 

0 2 30 2 2 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.159 Option 1 involves the identification and protection of additional areas of nature 

conservation interest in the seafront area. This option would have strong positive 
effects in relation to the protection of biodiversity and the character of the seafront, 
although there may be negative impacts on the length of the tourist season and the 
relevance of the seafront to local people as this option may prevent development that 
would enhance the seafront offer from coming forward. 

 
6.160 Option 2 involves allowing the loss of parts of locally designated sites but only where 

a replacement for that habitat can be made. This option may have negative impacts 
on the character of the seafront, and questionable effects on the number of visitors 
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and relevance of the seafront depending on the types of development that may come 
forward on these sites.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.161 Option 1 has strong positive impacts in relation to conserving biodiversity, but Option 

2 has a wider range of potentially positive effects. Neither option has any particularly 
significant negative impacts, and neither option is favoured over the other.  

 
Built Environment 

 
Use of Historic Buildings 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.162 Historic buildings are an irreplaceable resource that should be conserved in a manner 

appropriate to their significance. The re-use of historic buildings for uses other than 
that for which they were designed can be a way of ensuring that the buildings remain 
relevant and well looked after, but it can mean that the historical significance of the 
building is lost to a certain extent. There are three options for what approach should 
be taken in relation to the adaption and change of use of historic buildings that have 
lost their original purpose in order to ensure that they are protected. These are: 

 Option 1 – Restrict the conversion of historic assets to new uses 
 Option 2 – Allowing conversion of historic buildings on a case-by-case basis 
 Option 3 – Encourage the re-use of historic buildings by allowing more flexible 

approach to uses 
 
Table 33 - Appraisal of Options for Use of Historic Buildings 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Restrict the conversion of historic assets 
to new uses 

3 0 30 0 3 0 

Option 2 – Allowing conversion of historic buildings 
on a case-by-case basis 

5 0 29 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Encourage the re-use of historic buildings 
by allowing more flexible approach to uses 

2 3 29 0 0 1 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.163 Option 1 involves restricting the change of use of historic assets and retaining them 

for the use that they were designed for. This will protect the integrity of its 
significance, but it may mean that it has no future use and may fall into disrepair. In 
conservation terms, the original use is usually the best one for the preservation of 
any particular historic asset. This option has strong positive effects in relation to 
maintaining the quality of the townscape and the character of the seafront, and the 
continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets. However, it has negative 

effects in relation to the provision of other uses such as housing or tourism related 
uses that would add to the offer of the seafront. 
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6.164 Option 2 would allow the conversion of historic buildings only in certain circumstances 
where certain criteria are met. There are positive effects in relation to the provision of 
other uses such as housing or tourism related uses that would add to the offer of the 
seafront, efficiency of land use, and a potential increase in visitors, as well as 
continued protection of heritage assets. However this option could have a negative 
impact in relation to the character of the seafront. 

 
6.165 Option 3 would provide a more flexible approach that would encourage the change of 

use of historic buildings, encouraging owners to keep their assets in good order to 
protect these historic buildings. However, there is a possibility that certain changes 
will diminish the historical significant of the building. This option would have strong 
positive effects relating to efficiency of land use and number of visitor to the town, 
and other positive impacts on continued protection of heritage assets and provision of 
other uses such as housing or tourism related uses that would add to the offer of the 
seafront. However there is a potential strong negative impact on the character of the 
seafront. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.166 Option 1 has some strong positive impacts, but it also has some negative impacts 

associated with it. Option 2 is mainly positive; whilst Option 3 has a some strong 
positive effects but also a strong negative effect. Overall, it is considered that the 
benefits of Option 3 outweigh the negative impacts, and therefore this option is 
favoured, although any of the three options could be taken forward.  

 
Contribution to the Seafront 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.167 The built environment makes an important contribution to the look and feel of the 

seafront. Parts of the built environment are nationally recognised and protected 
through their designation as Conservation Areas or Listed Buildings, and other areas 
are locally designated such as Buildings of Local Interest or Areas of High Townscape 
Value. These designations restrict certain changes by placing extra protection in order 
to retain their historic or architectural value. There are three options for managing 
how development makes a contribution to the seafront. These are: 

 Option 1 – Review and identify individual buildings that make a special 
contribution to the Seafront and provide policy for their protection 

 Option 2 – Review and identify areas of townscape that make a special 
contribution to the Seafront and provide policy for their protection 

 Option 3 – Do not actively identify and protect any additional buildings or 
townscapes 

 
Table 34 - Appraisal of Options for Contribution to the Seafront 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Review and identify individual buildings 
that make a special contribution to the Seafront and 
provide policy for their protection 

2 1 31 0 1 0 
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Option 2 – Review and identify areas of townscape 
that make a special contribution to the Seafront and 
provide policy for their protection 

2 1 31 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Do not actively identify and protect any 
additional buildings or townscapes 

0 4 28 0 3 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.168 Option 1 involves additional designations to protect individual buildings, whilst Option 

2 involves additional designations to protect wider areas. These options have very 
similar positive and negative effects. There are strong positive impacts in relation to 
maintaining the quality of townscape and character of the seafront, and the continued 
protection of heritage buildings. The negative effect could be in relation to the 
designations restricting the provision of renewable energy generation. 

 
6.169 Option 3 involves not designating further areas or buildings for protection. This option 

would have positive impacts relating to the fact that the use of the land or buildings 
would be more flexible, and therefore potentially allowing the creation of more 
tourism related jobs, more efficiency in land use, increasing the relevance of the 
seafront and potentially more visitors. However there could be negative implications 
relating to the character of the seafront.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.170 Options 1 and 2 have very similar effects, and it is considered that they would gave 

an overall positive impact. Option 3 would allow more flexibility to enhance the 
seafront offer, but the character of the seafront, particularly the townscape, is an 
important part of the seafront’s appeal. Therefore, Options 1 and 2 are the favoured 

options.  
 
Design of new facilities 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.171 The design of any new development in the seafront area is going to affect the overall 

look and feel of the area, and therefore how attractive it is to visitors. Therefore it is 
important that the design of new facilities, whether that be a new, modern style or a 
‘pastiche’ style design reflecting a more Victorian feel, is consistent with the overall 

appearance of the seafront. There are two options for the design of new facilities. 
These are: 

 Option 1 – Ensure that the design of new developments is consistent with existing 
buildings 

 Option 2 – Allow new modern design that complements existing facilities 
 
Table 35 - Appraisal of Options for Design of New Facilities 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Ensure that the design of new 
developments is consistent with existing buildings 

1 2 32 0 0 0 
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Option 2 – Allow new modern design that 
complements existing facilities 

0 3 32 0 0 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.172 Option 1 involves the design of new development being consistent with the existing 

buildings. Consistency in the design of new buildings could be provided by using 
similar colours and similar materials to the existing buildings within the character 
area that the development is proposed. There would be a strong positive impact on 
the character of the seafront, and other positive impacts relating to the relevance of 
the seafront and the quality of the townscape. 

 
6.173 Option 2 involves allowing new modern design of facilities on the seafront. This 

option has very similar positive impacts to Option 1, although the strength of the 
positive on the character of the seafront is lessened. 

 
Recommendations 

 
6.174 Both options have overall positive benefits and there is little difference between 

them. Therefore neither option is favoured over the other.  
 
Community Uses 

 
Community Facilities 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.175 Currently there are a number of community facilities along the seafront, some of 

which perform very similar functions for different clubs and societies. In order to 
improve the quality of facilities for these community groups and to create space on 
the seafront for other uses, there may be potential to encourage community groups 
to come together into one single building by providing a new, high quality multi-use 
facility that will meet the needs of all community groups. The two options for 
community facilities are: 

 Option 1 – Maintain separate community facilities 
 Option 2 – Provide a new multi-use facility to allow community groups to combine 

 
Table 36 - Appraisal of Options for Community Facilities 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Maintain separate community facilities 2 1 31 0 1 0 

Option 2 – Provide a new multi-use facility to allow 
community groups to combine 

1 6 28 0 0 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.176 Option 1 involves maintaining separate community facilities for individual community 

groups and clubs. There are strong positive impacts of this options, being it would 
improve accessibility to community facilities as there would be more of them, which 
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would also help increase the relevance of the seafront for local people. There would 
be a negative impact in relation to the number of people travelling by car to the 
different locations.  

 
6.177 Option 2 involves the provision of a multi-use community facility that could be used 

by a range of different community groups and clubs. This option would have a strong 
positive impact in relation to efficiency in land use, and other positive impacts 
relating to accessibility, particularly via non-car modes as a single facility would be 
easier to provide public transport for, and that the existing multiple sites could be put 
to use in enhancing the seafront offer, and therefore increasing visitor number and 
jobs in tourism.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.178 Both options have an overall positive impact, and there are no significant negative 

impacts. Option 2 would be favoured over Option 1 because of the opportunity to re-
use the land for tourism related development; however there is little difference in 
terms of sustainability between the two. 

 
Open Spaces 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.179 A number of the open spaces along the seafront have been designated as ‘QEII 

Fields’, which means that they are protected from development in perpetuity. 

However, there are also a number of amenity spaces along and adjacent to the 
seafront that are not part of a park or garden and serve no specific purpose, although 
they do impact upon the setting of the seafront. There are two options for how the 
open spaces that are not under ‘QEII’ protection should be addressed. These are: 

 Option 1 – Retain and protect existing open spaces 
 Option 2 – Allow loss of open spaces if replacement provision is made 

 
Table 37 - Appraisal of Options for Open Spaces 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Retain and protect existing open spaces 2 1 32 0 0 0 

Option 2 – Allow loss of open spaces if replacement 
provision is made 

1 3 30 0 1 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.180 Option 1 involves the protection of existing open spaces through policy. This option 

has strong positive impacts in relation to biodiversity and landscape, and access to 
open spaces. It also has a positive impact on the character of the seafront. 

 
6.181 Option 2 involves allowing the loss of open spaces for the development of seafront-

related activities if appropriate replacement provision is made. This option has a 
strong positive impact on efficiency of land use, and other positive impacts on 
accessibility to open space and potentially increasing the number of visitors if the 
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land was used for tourism related development. However it may have a negative 
impact on conserving biodiversity and landscape.  

 
Recommendations 

 
6.182 Both options have an overall positive impact, although Option 1’s impact are purely 

related to environmental factors whilst Option 2 has a broader range of impacts, 
particularly in terms of economic factors. Neither option is favoured over the other.  

 
Tourist Attractions and Facilities 

 
Tourist Attractions 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.183 In order for tourist attractions to be appealing to visitors, they need to be provided in 

the right sort of format, and there will be implications in terms of who visits, how 
much space is taken up and how much they cost. There are three options for what 
type of tourist attraction should be provided in order to continue to meet the needs of 
tourists, both daytripper and overnight stays, whilst increasing the appeal of the 
seafront to people who might not usually consider Eastbourne as a holiday 
destination. These are: 

 Option 1 – Concentrate mainly on provision of additional indoor tourist attractions 
 Option 2 – Concentrate mainly on provision of additional outdoor tourist 

attractions 
 Option 3 – Provide a mix of additional indoor and outdoor tourist attractions 

 
Table 38 - Appraisal of Options for Tourist Attractions 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Concentrate mainly on provision of 
additional indoor tourist attractions 

1 5 28 0 1 0 

Option 2 – Concentrate mainly on provision of 
additional outdoor tourist attractions 

0 7 27 0 1 0 

Option 3 – Provide a mix of additional indoor and 
outdoor tourist attractions 

0 7 27 0 1 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.184 Option 1 involves the provision of additional indoor tourist attractions. Concentrating 

mainly on the provision of indoor attractions will help provide activities that can take 
place in bad weather and the shoulder/winter months, which will help to extend the 
length of the tourist season. There is a strong positive impact in relation to extending 
the tourist season, and other positive effects for jobs in tourism, the number of 
visitors and visitor spend, and the relevance of the seafront for local people as they 
are likely to use such facilities. However, these facilities are likely to be more 
expensive and take up more space and therefore there are negative impacts relating 
to biodiversity and landscape. 
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6.185 Option 2 involves the provision of outdoor tourist attractions. Concentrating mainly 
on the provision of outdoor attractions will help complement the existing attractions 
and provide more reason for people to visit during the peak season. It is likely that 
such attractions would not be as expensive as indoor facilities. There are positive 
impacts related to conserving biodiversity and landscape, jobs in tourism, the number 
of visitors and visitor spend, and the relevance of the seafront for local people. It will 
also help to maintain the character of the seafront. However, this option would be 
less attractive in poor weather and therefore would not extend the tourist season. 

 
6.186 Option 3 involves the provision of a mix of indoor and outdoor facilities, and therefore 

the positive and negative impacts are a combination of Options 1 and 2.  
 
Recommendations 

 
6.187 All options provide similar sustainability benefits and therefore no option is favoured 

over the others. However, mitigation may be required for Option 1 to ensure that no 
harm is done to landscape or biodiversity.  

 
Tourism Demographic Focus 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.188 Despite Eastbourne being stereotyped as ‘only for old people’, and although older 

visitors remain an important part of Eastbourne’s visitor market, they are by no 

means as dominant as might be expected. The largest proportion of visitors falls into 
the ‘middle aged’ group - four in ten are aged 35-54 years. However, only one third 
of visitors consist of families with children. There are two options for who the 
additional facilities should mainly be aimed at, either widen the appeal of the seafront 
and extend the target audience, possibly to the detriment of the existing market, or 
continue to cater for the existing market at the expense of different types of visitor. 
The options are: 

 Option 1 – Provide facilities mainly aimed at children and families 
 Option 2 – Provide facilities mainly aimed at adults 

 
Table 39 - Appraisal of Options for Tourism Demographic Focus 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Provide facilities mainly aimed at children 
and families 

0 7 28 0 0 0 

Option 2 – Provide facilities mainly aimed at adults 0 7 28 0 0 0 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.189 Option 1 involves the provision of facilities mainly aimed at children and families, 

whilst Option 2 involves the provision of facilities mainly aimed adults. There are no 
differences between the sustainability of these options. Both have positive benefits in 
terms of continuing employment in tourism, increasing the relevance of the seafront 
and increasing visitor spend. There are no negative impacts associated with these 
options.  
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Recommendations 

 
6.190 Neither option has any negative sustainability effects, and therefore neither option is 

favoured over the other.  
 
Scale of Attractions 
 
Appraisal of Options 

 
6.191 It is important that the seafront has appropriate attractions in order to encourage 

tourists to visit. Such attractions could be provided as large scale tourist attractions 
or small scale tourist attractions. There will be implications on space, so it will not be 
possible to accommodate a number of large attractions, whilst there may be capacity 
for the seafront to hold a number of smaller attractions. There are two options for 
what scale new tourist attractions should be provided. These are: 

 Option 1 – Develop a smaller number of larger multi-purpose facilities 
 Option 2 – Develop a larger number of smaller single purpose facilities 

 
Table 40 - Appraisal of Options for Scale of Attractions 

Option   o ?   

Option 1 – Develop a smaller number of larger multi-
purpose facilities 

0 7 27 0 1 0 

Option 2 – Develop a larger number of smaller single 
purpose facilities 

2 3 28 0 1 1 

 
Commentary on Sustainability Appraisal 

 
6.192 Option 1 involves the provision of a small number of larger tourist attractions, which 

would concentrate activity into certain locations. This option would have positive 
effects in terms of efficiency of land use, provision of tourist related jobs, increasing 
the length of the tourist season, increasing number of visitors and their spend, and 
by grouping attractions together it makes non-car modes of travel more attractive. 
The negative impact relates to larger sites having an impact on biodiversity and 
landscape. 

 
6.193 Option 2 involves the provision of a larger number of smaller tourist attractions, 

which would spread activity out along the seafront. This would have strong positive 
impacts relating to the number of visitor and spend given that there could be a 
greater variety of tourist attractions, and other positive effects in terms of tourist-
related jobs. There would be a strong negative impact in relation to landscape and 
biodiversity as a larger number of areas could potentially be affected, and in addition 
it would not encourage linked trips and non-car travel. 

 
Recommendations 

 

6.194 Both options have an overall positive sustainability benefit, and the negative impacts 
could be mitigated. Therefore neither option is favoured over the other. 



Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report – Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report June 2015 

 

- 70 - 

Section 6 – Summary of Findings and Recommendations  
 

7.1 This section presents a summary of the findings of the Sustainability Appraisal of the 
options in the Issues and Options Report for the Seafront Local Plan.  

Sustainability Implications and Recommendations 
 
7.2 The SA of the Issues and Options Report highlights that none of the options for the 

character areas or policy themes are identified as having negative effects on the SA 
objectives that cannot be mitigated. The negative impacts identified were particularly 
related to the protection of the landscape, biodiversity and the prevention of flooding, 
and these factors can be addressed through policies in the Seafront Local Plan. 

 
7.3 Therefore it is recommended that where options are brought forward that have been 

noted as having potentially negative effects, specific mitigation measures are 
included within policy to ensure that negative effects are minimised.  

 
7.4 Further appraisal is recommended to be undertaken of any spatial options that have 

not yet been identified but are identified through consultation on the Issues and 
Options Report.  

Monitoring Requirements 

 
7.5 An outline of the monitoring requirements will be set out in the Draft Seafront Local 

Plan SA/SEA Report. Monitoring will need to focus on the implementation of the 
policies and achieving the benefits, as well as mitigation for the identified negative 
effects. It should also be noted that many of the sustainability implications will 
already be picked up through the monitoring required for the Core Strategy. 
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Section 7 - Next Steps 

Explanation of the next stage of the planning process and the SA/SEA 
 
8.1 The next step is for the Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options and the Initial 

Sustainability Appraisal Report to be published for consultation with stakeholders and 
local residents. This consultation will commence on 17 July 2015 for a 12 week period 
until 9 October 2015.  

 
8.2 Once the consultation is completed, representations received during the consultation 

period will be considered and a draft Seafront Local Plan will be produced. The 
justification for the draft Seafront Local Plan will be reflected through a revised 
Proposed Submission Sustainability Appraisal Report. 

 
8.3 The Draft Seafront Local Plan and the Sustainability Appraisal will then be published 

for consultation, following which a Proposed Submission version will be published for 
a representation period on matters of soundness. Following this period, the Seafront 
Local Plan (and the Sustainability Appraisal) will then be submitted for Examination.  

 
8.4 Once the Seafront Local Plan has been through Examination and has been adopted by 

the Council, a Post-Adoption SEA Statement will be prepared to summarise the 
SA/SEA process and the representations received. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Consultation Responses 
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Appendix 2 – Appraisal of Options for Character Areas 

 
Character Area 1:  Holywell to Western Lawns 
 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o   

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

o   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o o o 

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

   

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater o o  
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o   

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o   

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o o o 

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o   

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o o  

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o  

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o   

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes o o  

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
   

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

   

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
   

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o o 
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Character Area 2:  Wish Tower and Devonshire Park 
 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o o o 

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 
landscape, and ensure species sustainability 

   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

o   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o o  

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

   

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o o  
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o o o 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o   

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o   

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o o  

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o  

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o   

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes o   

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
   

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o o 

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
   

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o o 
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Character Area 3:  Wish Tower to Pier 
 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o   

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o o o 

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

   

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o   
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o o o 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o   

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o   

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o o  

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o  

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o   

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

   

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
   

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o o 

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
   

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  
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Character Area 4:  Pier to Redoubt 
 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o o o 

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability o o o 

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

o   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o o o 

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

   

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o   
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o   

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o   

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o o  

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o   

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o  

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o o  

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes o   

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
 o  

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o o 

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
   

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
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Character Area 5:  Redoubt to Sovereign Centre 

 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o o  

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o   

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

o   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o   

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o o 

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o o  
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o o o 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o o  

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o   

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o   

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o o  

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o o 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o   

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes o   

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
   

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

o   

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
o   

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o o 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report – Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report June 2015 

 

- 83 - 

Character Area 6:  Sovereign Park to Langney Point 
 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health o   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o   

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
 o  

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 
recreation areas and historic environment 

o   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o o o 

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o   
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o o  

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o   

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o o o 

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o o  

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o o  

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o o o 

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o o 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o   

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.  o   

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes o   

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
 o o 

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

   

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
   

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets o o o 
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Character Area 7:  Sovereign Harbour 
 
Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home o o o 

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health o   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o o o 

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

o o  

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
 o  

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

o o o 

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

o o o 

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve o o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

o   
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Sustainability Objectives Minimal 

Change 

Medium 

Change 

Significant 

Change 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment o   

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o o o 

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing 
and promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-
use, recycling and composting 

o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources o o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season o o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays o o  

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy o o o 

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

o o o 

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

o o o 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people o o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o   

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.  o   

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes o   

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront 
 o  

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o o 

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape 
 o  

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  
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Appendix 3 – Appraisal of Options for Policy Themes 

 
Retention of Tourist Accommodation 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home 

    

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

o o o o 

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

o o o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

o o o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o o o o 

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

o o o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

o  o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

    

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

o o o o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

o o o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities 

o o o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
o o o o 

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

o o o o 

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, 
and encourage urban renaissance 

    

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

o o o o 

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

o o o o 

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 

o o o o 
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

environment 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment 

o o o o 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

o o o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

o o o o 

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by 
addressing and promoting the waste hierarchy of 
minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

o o o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources 

o o o o 

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist season o o o o 

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

o    

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy 

o    

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

    

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

    

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

    

SLP-
SA7 

To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o o o o 

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.  o o o o 

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

o o o o 

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront   o  

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

o o o o 

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape o o o o 

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
  o o 
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New Tourist Accommodation 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

o  

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

o o 

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

o o 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

o o 

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime o o 

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

o o 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

o o 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

  

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o 

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

o o 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

o o 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 
ensure species sustainability 

o o 

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

o o 

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

o  

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o 

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve o o 

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

o o 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

o o 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

o o 

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 

o o 
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

o o 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

o o 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o 

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o 

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy o o 

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

  

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

o o 

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people o o 

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.  o o 

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

o o 

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront   

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

o o 

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape o o 

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets o  

 
Sport and Recreation Facilities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

       

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

 o  o  o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o      

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

       

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 
landscape, and ensure species sustainability 

   o  o  

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

       

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, 
and encourage urban renaissance 

 o      o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o      

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

 o      o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by 
addressing and promoting the waste hierarchy of 
minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o  o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist season  o      o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

 o      

SLP-
SA7 

To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o      

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o  o  

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

 o      

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront  o      

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  o  o  o

 
Children’s Play Facilities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

       

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

 o  o  o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o      

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

 o      
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

 o  o    

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
       

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, 
and encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  o  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

 o    o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by 
addressing and promoting the waste hierarchy of 
minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o  o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA7 

To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people        

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     o    

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront    o    

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  o  o  o

 
Linkages to the Town Centre / Devonshire Park 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

 o  o  o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

 o  o  o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

 o    o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
 o  o  o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

       

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, 
and encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  o  o  

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

 o    o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by 
addressing and promoting the waste hierarchy of 
minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o  o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist season        
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy 

       

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA7 

To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    o  o  

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.         

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

       

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront        

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  o  o  o

 
Linkages along the Seafront 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

     o  

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

 o  o  o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o    o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

 o      o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
 o  o  o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

     o  

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, 
and encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  o  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

 o  o  o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by 
addressing and promoting the waste hierarchy of 
minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o  o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o    o  o

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA7 

To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people        

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.         

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront        

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  o  o  o

 
Gateway to the South Downs National Park 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 

 o  
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

everyone 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
 o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

   o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season    

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

   

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Food and drink facilities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a 
decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population 
and reduce inequalities in health 

 o  o  o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the 
gap between the more deprived areas in the Borough and 
the rest of the town 

 o  o  o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the 
Borough and develop opportunities for everyone to 
acquire the skills needed to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where 
everyone participates in local governance and that each 
person is important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of 
transport to jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, 
cultural and community facilities to everyone 

 o  o    

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic 
base and encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse 
employment opportunities, particularly in the tourism 
sector so that everyone can benefit from economic 
growth 

 o      

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide 
effective commercial infrastructure that will support 
continued economic growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based 
economic sector that excels in innovation with higher-
value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable 
workforce to match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
       

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and 
make accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of 
transport the Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, 

recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, 
and encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  o  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater 
bodies, groundwater, waterways and the marine 
environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to 
public well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through 
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure 
Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by 
encouraging mixed-use development, traffic calming 
measures, improving travel choice, reducing the need for 
travel by car, and shortening the number, length and 
duration of journeys 

 o  o  o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by 
addressing and promoting the waste hierarchy of 
minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o  o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and 
ensure the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA1 

To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o  o  

SLP-
SA2 

To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o  o    

SLP-
SA3 

To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local 
economy 

       

SLP-
SA4 

To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an 
appropriate amount of visitor accommodation in locations 
where visitors would expect to find it 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA5 

To enable increase in the quality of visitor 
accommodation by facilitating an increase in occupancy 
and room rates 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA6 

To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide 
jobs for local people 

 o      

SLP- To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people        
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Sustainability Objectives Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

SA7 

SLP-
SA8 

To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA9 

To increase the number of people travelling to the 
seafront by non-car modes 

 o  o    

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront        

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not 
compromised, and that access for maintenance purposes 
is not prevented 

 o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s 

heritage assets 
 o  o  o  o

 
Evening activity 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime    

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment 
opportunities, particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can 
benefit from economic growth 

   o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

ensure species sustainability 

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy    

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

   

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

   o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    o

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Working Beaches 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment 
opportunities, particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can 
benefit from economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

   o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes    

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

being, the economy and the environment 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

   

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

   

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Renewable Energy 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, 
sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and 
reduce inequalities in health 

 o  o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap 
between the more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of 
the town 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and 
develop opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed 
to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone 
participates in local governance and that each person is 
important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to 
jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community 
facilities to everyone 

 o  o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment 
opportunities, particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone 
can benefit from economic growth 

 o  o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic 
growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic 
sector that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact 
activities 

 o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to 
match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
   o  

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make 
accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the 
Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, recreation areas and 

historic environment 

 o  o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

   o  

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public 
well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is 
prepared for the impacts of climate change 

     

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging 
mixed-use development, traffic calming measures, improving 
travel choice, reducing the need for travel by car, and 
shortening the number, length and duration of journeys 

 o  o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and 
promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, 
recycling and composting 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure 
the prudent use of natural resources 

     

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate 
amount of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors 
would expect to find it 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by 
facilitating an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for 
local people 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  o  o

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by 
non-car modes 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront      

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and 
that access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape    o  

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage 

assets 
 o  o  o

 
Location of Seafront Activities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 

   o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

everyone 

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
 o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

   o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

   o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront  o  

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape    

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Beach Huts 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 
ensure species sustainability 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

   

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Water-based Activities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

   

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

being, the economy and the environment 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape    

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Use of the beach 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

   

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

   o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

   

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season    o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

   o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy    o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

   o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    o

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.     o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

   

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape    

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Landscape 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes    

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season    

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

   ?

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  ?  ?

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Nature Designations 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

  

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 
ensure species sustainability 

   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season    ?

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    ?

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o
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Use of Historic Buildings 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, 
sustainably constructed and affordable home 

     

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and 
reduce inequalities in health 

 o  o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap 
between the more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of 
the town 

 o  o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and 
develop opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed 
to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone 
participates in local governance and that each person is 
important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to 
jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community 
facilities to everyone 

 o  o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment 
opportunities, particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone 
can benefit from economic growth 

 o  o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic 
growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic 
sector that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact 
activities 

 o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to 
match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
 o  o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make 
accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the 
Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, recreation areas and 

historic environment 

     

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

 o    

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

   o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public 
well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is 
prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging 
mixed-use development, traffic calming measures, improving 
travel choice, reducing the need for travel by car, and 
shortening the number, length and duration of journeys 

 o  o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and 
promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, 
recycling and composting 

 o  o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure 
the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

     

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate 
amount of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors 
would expect to find it 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by 
facilitating an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for 
local people 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  o  o

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by 
non-car modes 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront      

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and 
that access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage 

assets 
     

 
Contribution to the Seafront 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, 
sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and 
reduce inequalities in health 

 o  o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap 
between the more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

the town 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and 
develop opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed 
to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone 
participates in local governance and that each person is 
important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to 
jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community 
facilities to everyone 

 o  o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment 
opportunities, particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone 
can benefit from economic growth 

 o  o  

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic 
growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic 
sector that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact 
activities 

 o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to 
match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
 o  o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make 
accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the 
Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, recreation areas and 
historic environment 

 o  o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

     

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public 
well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is 
prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging 
mixed-use development, traffic calming measures, improving 
travel choice, reducing the need for travel by car, and 
shortening the number, length and duration of journeys 

 o  o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and 
promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

recycling and composting 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure 
the prudent use of natural resources 

     o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

 o  o  

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate 
amount of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors 
would expect to find it 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by 
facilitating an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for 
local people 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  o  

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by 
non-car modes 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront      

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and 
that access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage 

assets 
     

 
Design of New Facilities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 
ensure species sustainability 

 o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes    

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Community Facilities 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

   

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

   

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
 o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  o

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

   

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront  o  o

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o



Seafront Local Plan Issues and Options Report – Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report June 2015 

 

- 125 - 

Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Open Spaces 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

 o  o

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

   

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season  o  

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

 o  o

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy  o  o

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

 o  o

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront    o

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Tourist Attractions 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, 
sustainably constructed and affordable home 

 o  o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and 
reduce inequalities in health 

 o  o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap 
between the more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

the town 

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and 
develop opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed 
to find and remain in work 

 o  o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone 
participates in local governance and that each person is 
important to the future of the town 

 o  o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to 
jobs, health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community 
facilities to everyone 

 o  o  

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment 
opportunities, particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone 
can benefit from economic growth 

     

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic 
growth and not just housing growth 

 o  o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic 
sector that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact 
activities 

 o  o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to 
match local employment opportunities 

 o  o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and 

landscape, and ensure species sustainability 
     

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make 
accessible for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the 
Borough’s parks, gardens, countryside, recreation areas and 

historic environment 

 o  o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of 
previously developed land and existing buildings first, and 
encourage urban renaissance 

 o  o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and 
townscapes 

 o  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to 
improve 

 o  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public 
well-being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is 
prepared for the impacts of climate change 

 o  o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging 
mixed-use development, traffic calming measures, improving 
travel choice, reducing the need for travel by car, and 
shortening the number, length and duration of journeys 

 o  o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and 
promoting the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, 

 o  o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

recycling and composting 

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure 
the prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season      

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially 
overnight stays 

     

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy      

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate 
amount of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors 
would expect to find it 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by 
facilitating an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for 
local people 

     

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people      

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by 
non-car modes 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA10 

To maintain the character of the seafront  o    o

SLP-
SA11 

To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and 
that access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o  o

SLP-
SA12 

To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o  o

SLP-
SA13 

To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage 

assets 
 o  o  o

 
Tourism demographic focus 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
 o  o

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

 o  o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season    

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy    

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

   

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people    

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

 o  o

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront  o  o

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
Scale of attractions 
 
Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS1 To provide the opportunity for everyone to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

 o  o

CS2 To improve the health and well-being of the population and reduce 
inequalities in health 

 o  o

CS3 To reduce poverty and social exclusion and to close the gap between the 
more deprived areas in the Borough and the rest of the town 

 o  o

CS4 To raise educational achievement levels across the Borough and develop 
opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills needed to find and 
remain in work 

 o  o

CS5 To reduce crime and the fear of crime  o  o

CS6 To create sustainable, vibrant communities where everyone participates 
in local governance and that each person is important to the future of 
the town 

 o  o

CS7 To improve accessibility by sustainable modes of transport to jobs, 
health, education, shops, leisure, cultural and community facilities to 
everyone 

 o  o

CS8 To develop and ensure a broad, low-impact economic base and 
encourage entrepreneurship to create diverse employment opportunities, 
particularly in the tourism sector so that everyone can benefit from 
economic growth 

   

CS9 To ensure development is masterplanned to provide effective 
commercial infrastructure that will support continued economic growth 
and not just housing growth 

 o  o

CS10 To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economic sector 
that excels in innovation with higher-value, lower-impact activities 

 o  o

CS11 To develop and maintain a skilled and adaptable workforce to match 
local employment opportunities 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

CS12 Conserve and enhance the Borough’s biodiversity and landscape, and 

ensure species sustainability 
   

CS13 To protect, enhance, exploit the learning potential and make accessible 
for enjoyment by sustainable modes of transport the Borough’s parks, 

gardens, countryside, recreation areas and historic environment 

 o  o

CS14 To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously 
developed land and existing buildings first, and encourage urban 
renaissance 

   o

CS15 To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes  o  o

CS16 To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve  o  o

CS17 To maintain and improve the water quality of freshwater bodies, 
groundwater, waterways and the marine environment 

 o  o

CS18 To reduce the risk of flooding and resulting detriment to public well-
being, the economy and the environment 

 o  o

CS19 To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and ensure Eastbourne is prepared for the impacts of 
climate change 

 o  o

CS20 To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by encouraging mixed-
use development, traffic calming measures, improving travel choice, 
reducing the need for travel by car, and shortening the number, length 
and duration of journeys 

 o  o

CS21 To reduce the amount of waste for disposal by addressing and promoting 
the waste hierarchy of minimisation, re-use, recycling and composting 

 o  o

CS22 Reduce the use of non-renewable forms of energy and ensure the 
prudent use of natural resources 

 o  o

SLP-SA1 To increase the length of the tourist season    

SLP-SA2 To increase the number of visitors to the town, especially overnight 
stays 

   

SLP-SA3 To increase the amount spent by visitors in the local economy    

SLP-SA4 To ensure that Eastbourne continues to maintain an appropriate amount 
of visitor accommodation in locations where visitors would expect to find 
it 

 o  o

SLP-SA5 To enable increase in the quality of visitor accommodation by facilitating 
an increase in occupancy and room rates 

 o  o

SLP-SA6 To ensure that the tourism sectors continues to provide jobs for local 
people 

   

SLP-SA7 To increase the relevance of the seafront to local people  o  o

SLP-SA8 To ensure that the seafront is accessible for all.   o  o

SLP-SA9 To increase the number of people travelling to the seafront by non-car 
modes 

   

SLP-SA10 To maintain the character of the seafront  o  o

SLP-SA11 To ensure that the coastal defences are not compromised, and that 
access for maintenance purposes is not prevented 

 o  o
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Sustainability Objectives Option 1 Option 2 

SLP-SA12 To maintain and enhance the quality of the seascape  o  o

SLP-SA13 To ensure the continued protection of the seafront’s heritage assets  o  o

 
 


